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An Iconographic Comparison of The Genzu Mandala
— An Iconographic Comparison and Restoration Technology using Digital Image Processing —
Graduate School of Esoteric Buddhism, Koyasan University
Hiroshi Noguchi

This paper discusses methods for an iconographic comparison using digital image processing of the lineage of the
Genzu Mandala first imported from Tang China by the Japanese monk Kiikai. The Genzu Mandala has been transmitted
through the past 1200 years through several copies. Though the original Genzu Mandala by Kiikai does not exist, this
paper objectively compares the several Genzu Mandalas that exist by using digital image processor. Such comparisons
have traditionally been done visually and philologically . Through this methodology which can be applied to many types
of cultural properties ,I presented the possibility of a new field of iconographic comparison and restoration technology.
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