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Abstract: We started the trial news service in easy Japanese on the web in April 2012. In this paper, we
firstly report the features of our easy Japanese that is used in the trial service “NEWS WEB EASY.” We
then report the reading comprehension test that were conducted on both foreigners (Kanji and non-Kanji
group) and children (elementary school students and junior high school students). We measured the correct
ratio, give-up ratio and answering time of the test in the original news scripts and the easy translation. The
correct ratios of the tests with the easy news scripts were significantly higer in all of the subject groups
than the tests with the original scripts. This showed the basic effectiveness of easy Japanese. The detailed
analysis revealed that easy Japanese had improved the news understanding in the Kanji-group foreigners
and contributed to make the non-Kanji group foreigners read through the news scripts. It also revealed that
easy Japanese had improved news understanding of the elementary school students. The junior high school
students showed high correct ratio even with the original news scripts.
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R 1 HAEGEZEMM
Table 1 Learning period of Japanese.
6 7 HAM  14ERM 2R 3ERM 4 FRN 54FERM 5 EME
TP 19 5 3 0 1 0
T 11 6 4 1 1 5
= 2 HAHHEBIR
Table 2 Stay period in Japan.
1R 2 4ERM 3R 44K 5 ERM 5 HEMLE
TP 20 4 2 0 3
T 9 12 3 1 3
® 3 HAESENRBROMEHR FrA L HTFAL)
Table 3 Level of Japanese Language Proficiency Test.
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B 1 HFEOHIIM
Fig. 1 Grade level distribution of words.
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K4 TLELOEM
Table 4 Properties of children.

NF 34 N¥EB6 1 2 3
BT 7 8 1 4 2
e 9 8 10 7 6

K5 TAMCfioIGRFES A b
Table 5 Titles of the news scripts used for the test.

i TGRS A ML
MCATAZ
WE REBOBKEIEORK
7 =7 )VHBETE  RBUET~
U I E DN DRI

=W N =

£ 6 JLalFHLPI L FOHS LG
Table 6 Difficulty indices of original and easy scripts.

A7 R PR PR
JLRigE 24.7% 607.5 58.4
PILVLEFE 111 % 411.5 38.0
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Kanji Non-Kanji
0.8-

Question Position
First_half
-4 Latter_half

Correct Ratio

Easy Origina
Article Type

2 SHEIANIEMESR

Fig. 2 Correct ratio of foreigners.

RIZRFEIC DT, BHFH T & DHIETH 2 D THEH
PrED R, REESY A 77 (BT - FREEE) & i
HHEYA 7 Orid®H, RS LVEH) o 2 BRE &
oT\n5,
FIRRICTEDDEMDIEMRE L HE 5 DHKIZOVLTIZ
3 BRG], (72720, REEY A 7Y T 2 D374
Z A7 UNEA, thegtR)), RO T 2 SERGEE
W& 2oTWws, PAEDORFEEE BN %2> TH
BrlZz., DHTCIE R D28y 75— “er” ZfHAL 7%

4.2 HEA
4.2.1 MRS

WEADIEFAROFERZE 2 1IR3 T, ZOMDEETIZ
T, A IR TEOBRE O TH S, TnT
N, z-HiCilED Y £ 7D#E\> (O:original, E:easy), 24
D777 THIEEHRLOBEMOEVEZRL T3,

TR ORER, FRRIE TR TERTH o REEY A
7 (F(1, 58) = 32.17, p < .05), aFE¥ 1 7 (F(1, 58) =
23.58, p < .05), ERINE (F(1, 58) = 17.76, p < .05).

1 RZREEHIZOWTIE, TRESY 4 7 L ERAE
DHBETH-o%: (F(1, 58) = 4.94, p = 0.030). F
7o TREES A 7R FEYA 7 DEBREACTH -
(F(1, 58) = 3.96, p = 0.051).

2 REHMEHIZER Chd o,

1 REZXHERDERIZRDZ EZTR LTS,

o JLAlFHTHIR TR I L Wil FH o BRI T E, IR
FEEOITEPoT, 2F L, ZOEEVIZETEO
HIKED -7 (HEEm).

o BYDMEIC LR THPEDIEMRRIZETE, JEETE

5 OAKFHTIE p< .05 2HE, 05<p<.10 ZAREMETNE V)
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Kanji Non-Kanji

IS
©

Question Position
First_half
& Latter_half

ine up Ratio

=)
o
h

0.1-

0.0-

) !
Easy Original Easy
Article Type

3 SEANHESOHK

Fig. 3 Give up ratio of foreigners.

ELICED o, EL, Z0EAVIIEHETE O
MREDP-7: (BE).
LT S E N IE SR O ET: &% O RE O & & 61
CF¥) 32 &, JGitHTOIEMEKIZ 29.2% T, RS Lwid
HTOIEMRRIE 36.7% L% 5. ZOBTED» LI, HHIITP
S LVERETIEMRIRN L2 2 L IREETE 208, +4
HRAIRICIZE>TuhWwEHETE 3,

—H, ROV %25 & TR OIS T O IERRIE
52.9% T, X LWVIIHETOIEMRERIZ108%E%%. 2D
FLE D IEfRE O H L, WA 72 D R
HotLHETES, Thbb, I LLIHIETEN
E A DIERIA FICRHC SRR D o7 EFEH S IFHEZ 5.

£797h5bhs kI, RKiCIEHETEIAEATIZ
TLRL F OB PEMORERDS L\ (80%). ZDFKD—>
X, REITHBRZ DI TOHESDRDLIITH 5.
4.2.2 HESHE

HESORDMRZE 3 ITRT.

TN ORER, FHMREITRTERETH > HEES A
7 (F(1, 58) = 15.57, p < .05), aHE¥ 1 7 (F(1, 58) =
11.53, p < .05), BERIZE (F(1, 58) = 23.75, p < .05).

1 REZEHAERHICOWTIE, TRFEY A 7 LEEY A
71 PERTH-o % (F(1, 58) = 553, p = 0.021).
¥ TREEY A 7 LERME) PEEERTH - 7
(F(1, 58) = 3.39, p=0.071).

2 REHER IR TR o7k,

1 KR HAEROFERIZRD Z L 2R LT3,

o JLAHFICHART, RPELVLilHOH E S DFII/NE L

ot FLZOEAVIIIFETEOHBIKE Pk
(HRE).
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Atype
% Original
-4 Easy

230 -

220 -

' )
Kanji Non-Kanij
Group

B 4 SHEARIZE R

Fig. 4 Answer time of foreigners.

o HIREDEMICHARTHRLEDEMDH & 5 DEHAE L
ol FRZOEAVIIIEHEFEOFBKE»o 7
(= fEm).

I REAEAOREROHRE XD, JuiEdr 62 L vilHE

WKHRONDHE S OFEOETIE, FrICIEEFE ISR

HolzZ bbb, HitLBELEOBEBOEHZEE (F

¥) $2¢, ETEOILRRHETOHES5DERIZT7.1%TH

D, ZNPRI LWl FTL6%IP Lz, FAEOEZ

T3, IFEFEOCHEETDD E5DFIT 36.7%T, Z

NP I LWVEHET22.9% FTHRA L. ZOHMED S I

HFE O H E S5 DROPITOWTIED R Y DRERH -

lEEZoNS,

i, M3D777%R12L, FETEHODE S DEIL
Rt oy (45%). HifliiT 2 Os O IEMR
% (80%) Z E #7228, Z20FEEzHES
DICXBILDbDE, BETHESDILEVIDIL,
L WED M U R B 2 28, Rl L <
R TS ZREL L AEENRS 2 L2 PRI ES,
U DO TIERETTHONT 5.

4.2.3 [EIZERE

AR ORERZR 4 18T, FRRIFEE TR, Kip
SO PR X ) ICREEY A 7 EiiH Y A 71T W51
DEHNERADERE L 220721 (F(1, 58) = 7.83, p = 0.034).

JEEE TP CIE, TR LIS, JTCHEL RS L LElH
DT A KD > T03, LaLEETRLEED
2, BFEORIZHZ LRI LVEFOLIBEVD,
NIFEZIL W ETH S,

4.22ffiDH E S DEDOIHIC K B L, JEETFEII GRS
DBELTRICH E S DEPE -2 05, MEEE T

© 2012 Information Processing Society of Japan

Vol.2012-NL-209 No.9
2012/11/22

EL. JR.

Question Position
First_half
& Latter_half

g-

Correct Ratio

) !
Easy Original Easy
Article Type

B 5 T&bIEME
Fig. 5 Correct ratio of children.

TIE L 72 TTREMED S 5 LibR7. 2 9 THIUX Z DIRFfH
DOWIRZFATE 5. ThbbiuildE CHERENS  F
FL77oi, 23 LWidd & ) IilH o ME IR 2% <
ol LW FHITE 5,

FH S Z I NDHEREOWIROIE 7 LB Z TV D,
HAaFWAHZTUL, 23 L Widd 3R IEET B O/ E
ADFEE ARG E T T DICENENH -7 LEZ D,

4.3 FED
4.3.1 IEMRSE
FELDIEMEZE 5 1R T. ZORDEENI7IZ/NF
4 (EL.:elementary), £¥7139224 (JR.:junior) D#EER
FZORRTH L, 2hzFn, o-hTilFEy 1 7oiE: (O,
E), 2 KD 7 7 7 THiE LR EOHEMOEZ/R LT3,
O OFER, FRRIZ TR THETH o 2485 4
7 (F(1, 60) = 10.54, p < .05), aFEH¥ 1 7 (F(1, 60) =
16.79, p < .05), ERMZE (F(1, 60) = 7.47, p < .05).
1 REHAERIZDWTIE, Ty 4 7 L EME ) of
B2 d -7 0 (F(1, 60) = 3.34, p=.072)

1 REHAFRADOREFRIEREZRL TV 5,

o /NrpEA L BT X D IRLEOIEREIE L, ZOES

IR DTN (R

WEIANEES T, Ihepd E BB ICIEENS kol
DIF, FELDFEALE FHEADN ) ORI HLE
W T LEDEER L TR D 5. Z D RUITOW TR
432 fiCHEZEET 5,

FeD 5T & FRRICERMMEOE O TR CF) 32 &,
R D JCERIE D IERERIZ 84.2% T, & L VL EHDIEMR
X 94.2%ThH 5. T EEDOHAIFZPLI L ilHORHIE
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EL. JR.

0.10=

Question Position
First_half
& Latter_half

Give up ratio

0.00 - ) RN |

Easy Origina
Article Type

Be6e FruhEodF
Fig. 6 Give up ratio of children.

%#*%%ﬁfﬁ%%@ﬁ%%%@&b%w —J7, NP
HICAROFEZ T2 &, JLitEFOIEERIL 64.8% T

u.?lfLZ’) P XL VEETIE, 77.3%Ep R El kol Z

DT EDS, XL VEHII/NEE QBN BRI )R

WiEo B2 5,

4.3.2 HESHE

TELDOHELOEEE 6 1T, itz o724
HES DN ENb1D

TR ORER, TR TIIER Y A TOARERETH -T2
2885 4 7 (F(1, 60) = 4.52, p = 0.038). F7-EMIHE X
ARMETH - 72 ERINE (F(1, 60) = 3.52, p = 0.065).

1 REHEHATIE TR A 7 L ERINE ) 1CF BER
BEsN% 2 (F(1, 60) =3.30, p=0.074).

1 RZHAEFDOFERIZRD Z E 2R LT3
o HELDRIINEEDFTVHRAEEICHRTRE D, 2

DORIRNE, MEOMEICE DR, BLEDOHESD

ROFWHEL D RE W (BEMER).

B, P PEOHESDEPEL SDREESIA T THE
BREokEnWTHEY A TOEREEIRETE Lo E
Eiohs, LaL, /NEED TS 7061F, JLitHEICll
RCPEILVIEHETHESDEIWNI B> T0E I EN
by, RN REIEH 2 b S,

ZIT, 4.3.1 it R, AHEA L, wiE k&
DEEDEM CTIEMRENE DL > I OWTEZL S, 4.1
flicdli 7= & 51z, &lEiE (B, BENAIER &3
SO WhElENG, TR IchEETiRe E
5 OB o, DT OARIERRIIERNA LR T &
7Y, ZRDEREICER LI LTS, TabbRE:
RTWHBMHREIC S o b EZ oNn D, NEETIED
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Fig. 7 Answer time of children.
&5 OMEHIHEAN L AMRICE IR TE Y, @hkE

D3H HREHL Z o L TEEEER R L T b, FRIC, Jail#HT
ZoMEABRSND. 7L, ZORBUIIEA L TR T
125% &/NE v, ZDd, 2ffE L Ciddegd LRk
FREORBEVWIL ol EBbn s,

4.3.3 EIEKHE

T ELORERZR 7 1R, SO OME, R
BHEBETH 7Y 4 7 (F(1, 60) = 6.55, p = 0.013),
FEY A 7 (F(1, 60) = 7.20, p < .05).

F7 NV REANEH Ty 4 7 ERHEY A 77 1k
MTho7: (F(1, 60) =298, p=.089).

1 REZEHAERDFERIERDZ L 2R LT 2

.%éLmﬁ%@@éﬁ%iﬁﬁ%@@%%ﬁ;b@

ML, ZORFIINELED T hEEL Y KE oz
(F ZfEir) .

FITBRI L 51T, NHETIRIGERHEOBLICHEF LD
fRISERT 2 HIANIZH 505, ZORBUID R LD 5,
BHBEEOFE NS ot L Bbd, ZDky, TF
b, TRl &P L LilHEoRIE R oML 2 5
FTRX L IRHEORERM» E o L bn s,

H M

4.4 B

Afokiwmr v, HEAN (HFE - EEEEE) &
FES (UNEAE - ) ZRGUCHRE T A P 2fTo 7
FER, TRTOEFMTRE L WWEldicitH L h EfER%
MEIE2ZE802D, I LWHAKEDHEARN ZE)H
PHERT B ENTER, £, X LHEREIZRIH
EAZNSRICEZTESbDTHEH, FEHITHEN
MREROZ L MR L.
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SR AT O D TH 5.

BEFEAE AW LT, JElEOIEfFRI 52.9%7 >
72D LT, 3 LWLitHEDIERRIX 70.8%F CTEAL,
P LOERFIINBRHEBICIRN I > Z b ok,
F MR 2o TE D, EMED LR IXBIERE
DIEH DR TIZ R NI E b b oTk,

FEEEFEAME A L TH R E L »idd TR IEMED A
LY AMENH 57, FOEMERIZ6THICEEED,
Tl EOREREE L TICRES R0 EHE LD
—F, HESOHRLBIEROFRED 5 1%, BIZEDEHK
RS THRPH -7 LI iz, ThbbIEH
FHEIIHL X, BICEE2REE TREL IR
BHot-tEZ2 5,

SRl DAEABPERE 13 1108 T & 9 I HAZEEEIIM
ML, FE 2R T L) ICHAENMDEALD
B, DI EL OSSO, M HAGE D BE
FEMROHEANDIIREZ R L 72 b D EFEZ S,

FEBIZHLTH, RPILVEFHEFIEMEoM Eico%k
DBy, R TH oI E3bhroT, FEEIRIGHED
IEfRHEAI 84.2% TZNHE 51T 94.2% Iz B L 7=, /g
TlE, JERLHFF COEMEIZ 64.8%THEDITHL, L
VIO IEMARIZ 773%IC ETEL, FENREIE:
ZEWbd ol I oA e SEERIE L o
TED, IEERD EADRIERFOIEMDORIRTIE AR\ T
ELHERTE X,

%E, SROfEHRD S b, HEEE - IEFEIHEA DX
BNCOWTURERENIRLETH S, 3AHTRLA LI I,
FRIZhEGEREEREE SR (30 4h 29 #4) T, T
BlIER M FLADRE L (B0 4 224) 2159 2 7% CHEEE
WD 23d o7, FH SISO, JEHETRE o X
FEETH D, —MRIAREE T THRY

¥, R3IIWRT LI, HAFERITHBOMRGHZ W
%L, BT L IR T N3, N4 L )LD AB s )3
HHIEDODL, FEHELDOPI LV HAGEXIHHAGERE
JIERER D 2 e L~ (BIED N3 B L ~ov) 230
LTWw3 I s, IREFEEEE DL 13EE S ORE
LARVIGEL T il b H 5, FHSDOPIL
WHAGEZ AT E 2 NIRO AR EDRIEICH 2
DEEGOTHHOHEL L,

5. &HHIC

AfETIE, RS LVHAGE=S 2 —ADRHERT A +
(NEWS WEB EASY) TRl Tw3=a2—2Dbh»D
P IRMERT 2 ER AW L. BAERMICESEIAN QR
TP - IR L ED (N - ) 2ot
FLF LRI LVRHOBEMBE T A L 2ITV», ZDIEMER,
HESOR, MERHAZME L2, ZhoDfRED, ©
S L0itHE TR COERTIEMR % ) | S AN 2250
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REMWHATEL, ILIHMAIITICE>T, I LV
HIFEFEIE A O IEERR BB Th b 2 L, JEE
FENMEATIE, REECTRHHEZTHEY DT IR R
DI ERMER L. TEBTIE, DA, gl HIcE
R DA ISR TH D, R, DNFAEICEERN AR
BENB Z L RMEREL .
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