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The Role of Libraries With Regard to
Information-based Machizukuri

Akira Ide'

Until now, local public libraries played mainly two roles. One is to collect books that
contain information and lend them to local people. The other role is to preserve local
information and make it available to people who want to learn more about it. However,
as a result of the arrival of the era of advanced information societies and designated
administrator systems, the situation in public libraries has changed. Thus, the roles that
people expect libraries to play have also changed, and now it is necessary for libraries to
find a new direction. This paper discusses future roles of libraries with regard to
information-based “Machizukuri (which refers to constructing cities, building
communities, etc.)”.
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