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Way of the Patent Examination Guidelines about unity of invention
in the innovation era having a short product life cycle

HIROSHI CHIKASHIMAT
MITSUYOSHI HIRATSUKA

In this era of short product life cycle recently, it is important to establish a patent right earlier. In this paper, we point out the
inhabitation of early establishment of a patent right because of the requirements of unity of invention and the provision to
prohibit making an amendment that changes special technical features(STF). Then, we present their solution. Specifically, we
illustrate a case that a method of serially-certifying STF works tough for applicants, and propose a new method of certifying STF
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that resolves above-mentioned problems.
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Figure 1  Shortened product life cycle rate (for 5 years)
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