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Improving Performance of Many-core Processors
through Dynamic Core-count and Frequency Scaling
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Abstract: We propose dynamic core-count and frequency scaling (DCFS) technique to optimize the power-
performance trade-offs for multi-threaded applications. Our proposed technique adjusts core counts and CPU
frequency depending on the parallelism of applications under the power consumption constraint. DCFS dy-
namically controls the settings to optimize against the phases within programs by having two phases: Training
and Execution. Additionaly, there is no need for static analysis and modification of applications. We can
achieve a performance improvement of 35% for dedup and 20% on average among four applications from
PARSEC benchmarks compared to the execution with all cores equipped on a chip.
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Table 1 Configuration of the evaluation system.
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Table 2 Maximum CPU frequency, supply voltage and ratio of power consumption

under power constraint for each core count.
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Fig. 1 Prallelism of three programs from PARSEC with different CPU frequency.
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Fig. 2 Performance characteristics of x264 for different phases.
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ZMCTHEY 7% IPS 2 5HIT & A iAo % 500 L 724
Bo30ms L orz. FD20, WERZEERZIZ IPS OfED
FETHFET30ms FHEL, ZOHED 30ms 2BV THAE
O TOIPS #5H¢ 22 & Lz, 2F 0, 1M b
L— =Y ZHEIE 60ms Th b, FI77 24 XA TIE, HAE
D IPS ASHTE[ D IPS & HeEc L, 10%LL B33 i7" a7
TLDEFEWENEAL LR AL, b= 724 X2
BATY 5.

4. EBEFFAM

4.1 FHEBRE

RETIE, ERICXDRETFE (DCFS) DFHIiIZ2 W
TS, FHHICHW 22 A7 L OfEEIE 2.1 filoR L7
bOLFETH Y, HEEIHKE a7 B CeBEE
BT 22 HiTHMALZDDLAMTHS. THT T LI
PARSEC 2.1[2] b facesim, fluidanimate, raytrace
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Table 3 Classification of the evaluated benchmarks.

W N Fv—7

32 O 7 ETHED
1 3 7 EATHICR B ERE R

2.4 GHz EA7HE D
0.8 GHz FEATHE I35 % MhfELL

blackscholes 31.6x 2.98x
& swaptions 31.6x 2.96x
vips 29.7x 2.94x
ferret 21.4x 2.98x
freqmine 18.4x 2.96x
2l x264 16.3x 2.78x
canneal 13.0x 1.61x
bodytrack 12.4x 2.99x
9 dedup 3.1x 2.86x
streamcluster 2.9x 1.95%
M allcores = DCFS-EXH mDCFS-HILL B (32cores@2.4GHz)
2.9 1.5 2.4 2.8 2.4 2.7 24
14 |+ B B ;b m  m B
@12 L
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9 e

4 RRTHEOFMRR

Fig. 4 Performance normalized to the minimum frequency execution with all cores.

w7z 10 EH\wAb. facesim & fluidanimate % 5%
T3 50, a7EP2DOXREFETHLEE L2IEL EIE
L, RFFMICHVE 7Ty b 74— ATlREa 7H»
32 Th ) REFHHEIEOBITRE 2 2 7 HAT6 8 1 12
[REsnbizd, Thb 200707708 F
72, raytrace (T VXA VT E o 7272 DFH I W
T, 28, $XTOFMIZB VT “native” O AT
4 X% w7z,

N7 s T AxEHEICE L CHET 572012,
KETUTTLEFMT T v b T+ — LBV T323aT7 &1
a7 THEATL, 1 I THETITHT S 32 2 7 FETREOVEREL
B L7z, 70, BERNEEDS0.8GHz &£ 24GHz %
NENDOHBEIIEKET T T L% 1 a7 THEITL, 0.8GHz
TOFEATIHT 5 2.4GHz TOFEITOUREL & RD 72, =
D% F 3 IZ7" 7. blackscholes, swaptions, vips
DALFIEDE AT T Z T LI BN TUITERF DO FEAT LT
HEEIATTOFETIZL > TEHWHEREXTEINS 20,
REFECEIERLTUET AR nEEZ LN,
—H T, WHESH F 72 KRN T 7T LB, &
AR ET T TOEITTIEI WG ADYH L LTSN
5720, RETFEICI 2URIEENNFEINL. 72, 2
FFETIE I 7EIEIMM 2 CTEYER P S AT &0 P
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f] F &40 728, canneal X streamcluster D X 9 7 (F)

TERIE R P X A HEREM B2V & W) 7' s T ATl

FFREICEBMEER LIV NE W EREZ LA, IR

L, FRLA o T T s T A TIEEIEEE L LS L
SVEREM BSOS NG EFHTE S,

4.2 FHERER
REFELAEROE T T ET (SRR MR RALB R
WD 0.8GHz) &KL CREliz 4T . REFE IOV
T, @fEFRELv Vs 74 40 (F#1F7, DCFS-EXH
& DCFS-HILL) @ 2 O FHOMREE 5T 5. FF-l
EERZE 4 1RT. MENINY T~ =27, HEdeko4s
a7 EFTHE (0.8GHz ® 32 27) OYERE (FEATR 0%
TIEHLL2MREEZE L T, $72, ROGHON—I1F
a7 FREEEECTET LSS (24CGHz ® 32 27)
DOIFEHALMREZ /R L TBY, N—DLORTIT 1.4 DL
DUREDETH 5. 7277 L, OB TETT LMWL
BINIARG L CIRE LB BN EZ R 5720, &<
FTHEEMELE LS.

BWiEYIEAE Do 705 L TH A blackscholes,
swaptions, vips IZ2W T, REFEOLELDOF
TOMRA EAH SN TV RWD, b L I3tk AL
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LTwa., F7z, BRI E LA X DR A/ E
W71 275 L THA canneal & streamcluster (22T
b, MEMELEZELAEELA TRV, ZALIZDW
TlE 41 FiCHEB 2R/ EBY) TH LAY, canneal &
streamcluster I L CTROBECTEE L WHEN 24T . &
512, ferret TiL, WHIMEDMK S L EERMELR LA I X
LM EORESICH20b O TREFEEHICL D%
Beldm b L e o7z, ZOHBIZOVWTHRETIERS,

—7J5 T bodytrack, dedup, freqmine, x264 T, $E%
FEZE VRS ELZ, K3 25005 L912, Th
LI - REEOIWIIM 2R 70 7T LA THAL, FICIE
HIE DR\ dedup TlE, KT 35%DMREM L2355 1L
7o, RERC, RETHEBEM L7 dedup DFETIZDOWTHE
LEHTT 5. FHMICH W22 10 o707 7 41280
T, EWFETITFY 2% ELL, vV y 74 Lk
TIEFY 6%MEfe DN L L7z, F72, HREm EAE S/
ADOD TN T LA TOWRER FHOBRMTEIE, SRS
T17%, V7 I74 LET20%THS.

bodytrack < &7 07 T LIIB VT, EfEREICE
NNV T4 LFEDIZI LY KE LW LA ERL T
Wh, ZTHUE 32 HiTHAR/Z LD IT, vV T A AEAe
BEREICHRIEO N —= 0 77 24 2B WTHER
T LRI V%, =Ny F2VNE V2D TH D,
RAWLLFNENOTEICBO T L=y ZIZB LS
AR D FEATRERN I 2 B G 2R s, EfEERIC e
N7 T4 WEDIZ) BEDOEEZKRIFITHIK TS TWDHZ
VB, L LehSS, ferret X° x264 TIIKILE LT
FATREROK) 15% L % ML ==y ZIZHR L Tnw5, X
NEWHREZ ER T A7-0121F, 512 —= 2 FHER
HMCELPRETNT) AL e ERLTLLENH L. £
72, B4 OFREPS, V7 T A LETERE#ELE I THE
BRI E DR E 2 R TETWDL 2 LD 5.

5. FHMMICRId B EE=

5.1 MEEMENESNEDL-ATOTILICEHTEIER

WRFEORM =I5 7-9012, ferret, canneal,
streamcluster 2DV TN 4T . ferret DILHIMEIL
HREETHLIZO2PDbOT, IREFEICL 2NN LI
Boheh oz, a7 EMERMERIZIL L7 ferret 5
ITREOHEREEZR 5 1273, KOG, 1 L[FAfRTD
b, ZOfRFRDS, TITHIEIMIL D R iEkRER B S
NAH720, @A TFETICLVEEIRKE HD I D090
b, 20X BRTUT T AOFEFICREFEEENT 5
&, FL—==2 T 724 XDF =N~y FIZE ) HREATE
ft§%. LoT, "EFFEO ML -2 7724 XZET
HIFME S HICEMET A2 E THRELZREMTE S L
W2 A, K LIZBIFAHFEETIE, F¥I4 LV AT LI
=¥ FCTEET A 70t A ThY), 7utyH -7
TA4=T AT OYEHEBE LTS A720DY AT A
TV E A=Ay FPEET D, 22 THROME
ELT, SOVATLEOSDA—FIIZEETHZ LT
F =Ny N HET 4.

¥ 72, canneal & streamcluster dfKWiE%HH: % >
TUTTLTHLIZS b E T, RETFEI L 2 MR
FidEs N T\, Bienia 5 DOff%EIZ L % &, canneal
L streamcluster [ ZEHMIZIHWV /270 75 L DT, %
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Fig. 5 Prallelism of ferret with different CPU frequency.

R4 ENVFI=7D ML= 0 ZIZE LRI O FATREM 3 284

Table 4 Fractions of total trainging time to execution time for each benchmark.

Ny Fv—2 b L= =2 ZIZE L 22 AR O FATER IS 581G (%)
DCFS-EXH DCFS-HILL
blackscholes 11.5 4.0
bodytrack 10.2 2.2
canneal 9.4 6.9
dedup 15.9 6.9
ferret 33.3 14.8
freqmine 13.4 6.0
streamcluster 8.1 5.4
swaptions 6.7 1.3
vips 8.0 2.8
x264 38.4 18.8

© 2012 Information Processing Society of Japan

31



[ERUIBFSHRYGE o1 —FTA TV T4

12 4
@ 10
% 8 ——0.8GHz
® 6 -m-1.1GHz
H o4 ~4—1.9GHz
2 —<2.4GHz
0 ; ;
1 4 8 16 24 32
a7

(a) canneal

Vol.5 No.4 24-35 (Aug. 2012)

w
wn

——0.8GHz - 1.1GHz

3 1
—4& 19GHz —<-2.4GHz
g
e

[

N
wn

ERILEAE
- : N

(=)
wn

(=]

1 4 8 16 24 32
a7H

(b) streamcluster

6 ATYNYYFRTOTTLIBT 53 TEREBERERIE U 2R
Fig. 6 Prallelism of Memory-bound applications with different CPU frequency.

m 3237 @0.8GHz
6E+09

B DCS-HILL@0.8GHz

m DCFS-HILL

SE+09

4E+09
2 3E+09
2E+09

1E+09

5 10 15 20

BAEYNT Y KR 22007075 L ThHbH[1]. DCFS
&, a7 EEMERE ORI XY WREm R e ) Tk
ThHhH., LPLEDESL, AFRYNT Y F7us I LTI,
B ERME DO ZAIZ X B EEEN DD CPU NY » Rz
TOT T LTSV, BRI ERICE D
PEREIM IR T & v, ZHUEE 3 @ 0.8 GHz TOFEAT
1239 % 2.4GHz OFETOUFER2 S b5 5. E 6 (13,
1 & [FKEIZ, canneal & streamcluster O IEBALIA:RE
ZRL7Z2bDTHL. ZOfFEIS, K1 IIRLZTH
7T LN, BIER R A X AR EAVN S W T
DG, TOLD RYE, AT TROTI AN
NVFY Y 2D IAREERT LI LT, AEYNT Y
R 7077 AORNEHRANTE S, 2OEREFATN
X, I 7 HEBICHET S 2 & BRI OYIEAT RE
L b,

5.2 DCFS (& 2MEEM LICRIT 2 E5

DCFS (2 & 0 e KO EEE A 5 1172 dedup (2B
T, DCFS O R 27t 5. B 7 1E, 0.8GHz D
47947 (3237 Q0.8CGHz) LaTHOAELILY T
A L CHIBT % T (DCS-HILL @ 0.8GHz), ##%T
#: (DCFS-HILL) @ 3 f#H D947 )73 C dedup % FE47 L
TBOFATHER L O IPS #/R L CTWw5, F72, ZhEh
DIN=D FEOFTFITaTH e Y. DCS-HILL @ 0.8 GHz
DFEITEEMIEI L == 7724 ADF =3~y FIZL D
LA TIITE RO T PIER L TV 575, 5~20 X
BlicBWTaTHzHRY 52 & TIPS Ol E&Ek L T
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Fig. 7 Comparison between execution with all 32 cores and proposal technique.

W5, RBETHTH S DCFS-HILL Tl, fHLZWwa 7
DEEEINY = v M2 BEEEE LA ICHRELTTS 2
TIPS # EH M ESRDLIENTETVS. ZOFRFR
75, DCFSOMHIZE ) hL—=0 7T 24 XD F =N
ANy REWH) DI Toe BRI LS EoNns v b,

6. FEEMZE

COFETIE, AERICHEES 5 3 2O EZHML, K
ifge & Hid 5.

6.1 Feedback-Driven Threading [10]

Suleman 5 |2 & % Feedback-Driven Threading (FDT)
X, 7877 ZFETRICNE LB ERICA Ly M
BICAETE T 52 & T, WHIT T — 3 g YELTREO M
REM) LR B EEN 2 ) FETH 5. FDT (L, R
BUCHE S LI 7 F v 7 - IWNADNY NI 55
Ko T 7T LD FIT L, V— TR L 72 A
Ly FxFll5 5. W57 7 75— a v ETROMRE
i, ALy FEBEMCED 2T LAMET S LIERS
v, 7ok zIE, WETF—- Y RHEEIC TS - 3
YORE, FEPREIZ LD ALy RIS &b %)
M LS B o 72 D WREASEAL L2 § 4. F72,
HF= %3 AEWDRNTO TS ATH, FT7F v 7 -
INZDNY FIEOHIFRIZ L ) A Ly FEIEIMCE b 2wk
REM LASTHFT B & R 256030 5.

FDT Tl&, I 284 29— FWEE 2 DDE 5
4 hH, 12F, 2)F1e Ak r Y a v OFETIZET S
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Rt 75 v 7 - NADMHEEZNEL, ZOMEL R
IZZFDN—FIFIE L 72 A Ly FEEHENS 235 Th
b, ) 1OOFSTE, #EHLZAL Y FigTTu s
LEWHIFATT . ALy FEHEINCE & ZRnikiEdrsE L
T 54, FDT I X o CTHRER L IHEBIHIMOW S
RERTESL. LELEDS, ALy FEEIMIED 2w
PEREI EASHEET B2 258120, BB EZHIKTE %
A, MRERIA L &SI LIETELR V. K CORETE
T» 5 DCFS T3, Mg EICE L 2w 724 ED
VTCHNTOWRBEBEENNNY 2y b)) O3 7 I2HEY
TTAHIETaAaToOMERERE EAIELILHNTE,
VEREM EAERTE 5.

6.2 Intel Turbo Boost #fif [6]

Turbo Boost (TB) #ffid, 27 OE/EEE I % EH5E
WL iz bR SR L2 W T AT TH L. T
v OWEFET)H TDP (Thermal Design Power) A<
ThbEEI, a7 OBERNEE B> HEIIZERK
IR P EA S A, WERENEODRICEHAT LI L
T, 7Oty ORI U TR RE LR TE D,

TB L D EH N AR EOEA VI, B L w5
T OB MAET B, 72 2, 1 DD T DHRDT
BLTWDgGE, WEENIITDP # K& TH 705
Ve % KIBIC ER &2 03 T&h, —J, &a7
DHE LT 2546, HEEA TDP [SEWEE 225 72
OEERIERZ KIBIC LR S 2L TE RV, D72
O, TBIE, W 22037 RILKETHLHEITLD
REGRREEET L.

AZ—=TATIZBWCIHT 7)) r—3a v ERETT LR
1 37 DRI AT ) BRI DFEITIE TBIZE D
(L TE L. LALAA S, WHILEERS T, OS A%
Fo 7 EOEITIZAL Yy FEED K TLH0, TBIZE
LR Lidd T Y ifFCE v, -ETFHETH S DCFS
T, 77V 5= a OB THRE S5 a7 0
BEBWICEETE S, LoT, WHHoKwTa 7 J 2
FFEATTEYE, W00 aTEIKEERLZETED
o a7 OFIERNEE LA SELIENTE, (RO
TB L EOVEfem E2 55 2 L TE 5,

6.3 Pack & Cap [3]

Cochran 512 X % Pack & Cap &IHEN L TiETIE, &K
Fge & AR o 7 E BRI B ORI 27> T b,
LOFFEOHIE, FEATHRERMABICZLT BB DGR
LR ERAIETHZETHD.

W o OWFEEARMED ERENL 2255, 1 2HIE
e & DR FE T EEIHIA T IZB W Tl 22 2 7 4 & B
VR 2 HEM S 5 72012, BB 217> Tnb 2 &
Thb. ZOFNHRITCROLNIERE 70 7T L3 THh
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WA L7 A 351, ol 2 shiicieE+ 5. —
F, AWZEORETHETIE, ERERERET 572012
B BRIV o SWILER W, S0 F — Ay Rk
b 7905, BIRYICIE L2 A T AW a 7 e &
kel CcE b, 2 20HDEWE, o34 aT7nT
Oty 3 &AW CEMET-oTHBY, RGO TR S
ND L) BRI TEPTITEMLZBO A r—Z ) 7 4
DOREZEZEL TWENWI ETHDL, I, IFkA=—
T AL L 72BICEEE 2 ARETH Y, aTHEE
L TAZ—a 7 OURECHEEN 2 HlE 3 2 KFLEE
HTHbENVZE.

7. BbHYIC

B, B bR OFREICED v, 120F v FI2H
FOaTEEH LA —aTHIER L TWE., — /T,
HEENEHAIRO SN TWE 2D, 4HO 7Oty HT
BEELWIHBEBEDHH T IcB T Iic i kAT
LB E LD, COREIIH LTHERMRFEE LT,
Dynamic Voltage and Frequency Scaling (DVFS) 7258 F
515, DVFS ##H 4 2 & THRT U T T LDFEFT
JT%L, A=—a 7B AEH T 07T LDFLTLE)
RILTE L, 72720, 20X BGE, A=—aT7 Ok
ERET HER L L CEERERIZT TR Te s 740
WHIEDZE L 2N bh\w, k€% s, Fy 7LD
a7 & AT FATHRRIMERE & 3 T & 2 WA TR
THIZOTHA.

ZI T, KX TRy 7a 7T A EATRICHEED
HHRFIZB W THREDRKILZ ]9 Dynamic Core-count
and Frequency Scaling (DCFS) Tzt E L7z, #R#ETF
T, WERBNHHHTICBWT, 7079 2082
B L CaTBeEEREREZESVICHIET 5. $72, K
DCFS T “h == 7724 X7 & “FEff T = A X7
D2ODT 2 A XAMSHHIN, Tu 7T ANTELT S
FHICHIETE S, 2B, R T T T LB 215
EFwo 8WREE Lzwv, PARSECRYFv—7 -7
077 LWz ERIC L EHMETE, Ty T hoeaT
12 & BFEITICIEN, KT 3%OMREm ExER L. F
7z, FHlICH W22 100 7 u 79 2281 5 ke E
DFHIZ 6% THY, RN LIELNI-4DDTT T T
LDFEITIZBWTIL, PH 0% THo72. SHDHFEL
LT, 51 BiCih_7zL 918, REFLELZEHT L7200
FUIANVATLE OS DA — A NVIZEETLZIETE
L=V T T2 A RADF =3~y FEHIET 4. 72, K
WOLTIE D 5 —EDH BB & I0E LIRFET Ol
ATo 72, B HHEBEBENIFFICBVTHEHEZAT) .
EHI, MEFEEHEOWEEENB L OHEZ AL F—
bEHili 5.

BEE O ARWFZEIE, —EB, MATBOE AR AL F— - B
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