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A Study of the Effect from Character
Classification to Glyph Shape

suzuki toshiya'

Modern huge Hanzi dictionaries are indexed by KangXi radical and the number of
strokes, and Hanzi blocks of UCS charset are same. But the history of KangXi radical
systems is only the last 300 years, and there had been many dictionaries based on
different radical systems. In addition, KangXi itself has a conflict that the ordering
system is KangXi, but the description is based on Shuowen. Hanzi dictionaries are
always designed to be larger than older one, and the ancient dictionaries are often used to
inflate the size of new Hanzi dictionaries, without the consideration about their radical
system. It causes some difficulties in the information interchange with the coded
character sets.

In this report, the typical effect from character classification to glyph shapes in ancient
Hanzi dictionaries are investigated, and the side effect to KangXi and UCS charset are
also summarized.
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