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Assessment of the Topic-Comment Patterns and the Rewriting Rules

SANO, Hiroshi" Marie Ino'™  Hiroyasu Kuwano'""

This paper proposes the writing rules of the topic marker “ha”, which commonly appears in product manuals, to improve the
interpretation of ambiguous sentences with “ha” in perspective of public communication. The authors gathered example
sentences with the topic marker from some product manuals and analyzed them. Then the writing rules with usage restrictions
were designed, limiting exceeding use of ambiguous “ha”. As a result of the assessment experiment on the proposed rules, they
were found to reduce ambiguous interpretation of the topic marker “ha”. An assessment on the naturalness of the rewritten
sentences with the rules was also performed. The reduction of the ambiguity appeared inversely correlated with the naturalness of
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the sentences.
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