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Kanji variants and their character codes of the early part of the Meiji period

Tetsuya Sunaga* Tomoaki Tsutsumi Tomokazu Takada*
* National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics
T Tokyo University of Agriculture and Technology

Sorting out the variants of kanji is an essential task upon digitizing texts of the early Meiji period. The current domestic
standard for kanji character codes, JIS X 0213, is aimed mainly at contemporary Japanese. Consequently, not a few kanji
in publications of the Meiji period are classified as external codes under JIS X 0213, which is quite inconvenient for
researchers who are not interested in characters. As solutions, we propose a modification plan of JIS X 0213, which
involves extension of the subsumption standard and substitution of characters. We also examine its capability in the paper.
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