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Practical use of the Hanzi Normative Glyphs (HNG) database: standard of
writing and character of texts

Ishizuka Harumichi, Ikeda Shoju, Takada Tomokazu*, Okagaki Hirotaka, Saiki Masanao
Hokkaido University *National Institute for Japanese Language and Linguistics

The ‘Database of the Normative Glyphs in Hanzi Script’ (abbreviated as HNG) is a useful tool for
observing the standard of writing in each time period and geographical regions. In the HNG database,
we now have shown the standard of writing in texts of the Nanbeichao, the Sui and early Tang
dynasties; the standard in Chinese language material written by the non-Chinese peoples around
China; as well as the standard in Chinese language manuscripts written in Japan, starting from earliest
times to the beginning of the modern era. Furthermore, since the HNG database in itself does not offer
any particular conclusions, the author suggests possible research topics, such as the comparison of
Shinran and Myode manuscripts, as examples for a meaningful application of data.
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