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Basic Study in Ma Timing in Gagaku
-Relationship Between the Dancer and the Ryuteki Player in Bugaku Dance “RyoOu’-

Mamiko Sakata Sachika Kurasaka
Faculty of Culture and Information Science
Doshisha University

Accurate, yet delicate, timing is required in Japan’s traditional performing arts which include
gagaku, the ancient court dance and music. Despite its critical importance in traditional art and daily
activities, the concept of ma, pausing or timing as in rhythm, eludes clear-cut understanding.
Therefore, this study is an empirical attempt at understanding the ma timing by analyzing the
relationship between the dancer and the player of the ryoteki (dragon flute), an ancient musical
instrument used for ceremonial court performances.
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