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Extracting Components of How-to Information on the Web

TAKAYUKI YUMOTO'!

The purposes of Web search become various. Many users want to obtain how-
to information such as recipes and a way to install the software. We regard a
“procedure” as a component of how-to information, and model it as a pair of
an “action” and a “target”. We propose a method to extract the components
from the Web pages. In our method, we find sentences explaining procedures
by using the expression at the end of the sentences. Then, we find verbs and
objects from them, and regard them as actions and targets respectively. When
targets are omitted in the sentences, we complement them from the previous
sentence. We evaluated our algorithm. Its precision was 0.49, and its recall was
0.57, and its F-measure was 0.51. From the analysis of the results, we found
that there are problems in complement of target and in actions expressed by
idioms.
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