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Abstract

Most usual methods to implement string manipulation system are based upon developing a

high level language for string manipulations and implementing it on some actual machines.

On the other hand, there is another approach in which a string manipulation system is

organized on a virtual computer designed for that purpose.

On the latter point of view, we have designed a virtual computer VC/S possessing basic

operations on strings.

We have examined its characteristics by implementing the interpreter

of SNOBOL 3 on it, and confirmed that VC/S is useful for string manipulations.

Although the interpreter thus far constructed is not efficient, higher efficiency can be expected

by providing VC/S with more convenient facilities for language processings.
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VC/S o#rkx Fig. 1 it;R7.
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VAT, BECNERET 2440,

CR: #L v - VYRE. BERRDOVEIEE
45,

P:CRTIEEINZ BNV EDHE[ V&, XFEEX
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Fig.1 Organization of VC/S.
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N1ebDT, <E>ELDRFick-THTNIEED
XEFTHS. VC/S RIFEXFA2H120XFEL
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P BEOCHELE>IX, VC/S @ 40 BHOER
BfEERETS. UTikENSDLR], D1 OEH,
RUBKER~S. T, CROEy FENItN
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Table 1 Syntax of £, string

BB, CPLAMY YI> =<7 URHERD>*CD, @4TI> RILFF>
<77 uRSEE> :: =(DEFINE) CEH> (CBIMEU > I0: CBRHERLET>)

2.3 ERBEOME
VC/S FTOMBEIRIZ, TYT5 - X

<XPES> CEFAE>(DEFEND)

CERKED> =P HPFI> 1 = {{CF <AL 4> <RYES >+

€L B> =HBHB>(CFRT Y FE>)

WDEE PrD7ass5u6 (PrabY v
Fi5) ELTREBEINSE. Fu s 5 ADHT

CAERT YV FE> 0 =<R M) Y EE> | <CEB>
CRFY Y TEED> 1 =VCOUE> Y <CHFTI>

CHXE> =CHYF> | BHRES> | REXE>
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NHBCEERDT. TLLELBETRART VF
WEAXF M,N £TRL, /NXFE a,b £TXER
D 1 XPERT.

(1) CR eroXFHICRT 281E

1) right RIM; xPyl-xP; My
RA v 20EME M ickinTs. M 2R85B 1%
BaIEMERIOHNT 5.

2) left IOXM; xPy-Py; Me—x

3) clear [ x-P

4) catenate M xxy
EH Mol y 28ET3.

5) insert ({NSRT)M; xPylxPzy

6) replace (REPLCY)M; xPaylxPby

7) encode (ENCD) xkPa
x E{EXF(T 3.

8) decode (DECD) aPx

9),10),11),12)  {+),{=>,{¥>. (/">
CR EVDXFRLZ RS v FEOHEMEE DR
BN CR tVvOREENRS.

13) get cell (GETC) x—-Pa
x BEZRE LTENVERRL, CR eNviTid BN
ES a k3.

(2) #4v2iexns a8

14) set & (SETP)M; xPy+x'Py’

M oftiic @ 2y bd 3.

15) move P (P)M; xPyx'Py’
ERAEEELT M OHOXFHSY P 2BET
3.

16) set P to right bound (PRB) xPyl-xy&
AV EEEBABHT 2.

17) set @ to left bound (PLB) x@Pyl Pxy

18) store ¢ (STRP)M; M-

(3) #EGS

19) store {(=)>M; Mex
CR enOXFRAHBELT M DL 5.

20) store substring between pointers

(SUB1)M, N, K;
CRenvtDR4 v 2478 M, N THE N85
XEFIEZEELT K ofit T 3.

21) store substring by length

(SUB2)L,K;

CR 2D P OHBLLERES L OHAX
FREEELT K OfiET 5.
(4) CROEyF4 v IiCHET 204

:::} Nov. 1975

22) set CR (SETCR)M;
MoOtEri CR wnET 3.

23) stack CR
CR envDeVBESE CR ZR& vy iKANS.

24) reset CR ()

CR 22975 EDHLIeVBEEDLLE
CR wvid 3.

(5) WREHEEIHBAMS

25) right end? (REND ?)

RA v 2 P BAFEROFRICH LT LRT,
25 THRINE LRF :43.

26) left end? (LEND?)

27) greater than? (GTD»M;
CREVDXFFANMEDREINL ST LR
T, £5Tladhid LR-F ¢4 3.

28) equal? <EQ?”»M;

29) match? {MAT ?»M, N;

P OHEMICHSFXFET M BEET 215 O,
LRT, posGd 340 EL N4 3.
FrELBohE LR<F 95,

30) alpha? (ALPHA?

P OEIXFENEFLOIE LRT 25T
hid LR<F ¢33,

31) digit? (DIGIT ?)

32) virtual character ? (VCH?)
P OA L XFHERBXFR T LR-T 25T
BohiX LR<F &3 5.

33) not (NOT)
LR ODRBEEEET 5.

34) conditional jump €CHL;

35) unconditional jump <(JPL;

36) return (RTRN)
27 aREHhoDY 2—vOETETS.
37) stop (STOP)
38) trace (TRCON)M, N, K, L--;

NEOEMK Lkl Trr—2 - 2—FM
2ty M B.

(6) AdA@se

39) input (INY%
% BEITOXFINLHAADL CR wLDIE &
T5. %BESEEBELUIBRRIN— F 1IBSBELA
{s.

40) output <OuT)
CR eNOXENDOHAETS.
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1 CDEFINE> <LOALD>G

2 LTL: CIN) SMATZI P04 103 CCUBLTIL

3 CMATZI*@# 4" 41 (CULTI2 <IOLT2)

s LT10: <€> <TRANS)T <)) LT11: <PYSUL CRTRN)
5 LT12: COUTLTLINGLE <UdLTy

6 L1290t <SETCRISTNO <+>SUL <OUTLT2INOLSTNO;

7 CSETCRONDL (2rd) (Pd=3

8 LT201: CPY=1 <MATDIBLNK ('} (CLOLT201

9 <PISU2 CHE (SETCRIND2

10 LT2: CIND CMATID'L'0® 05 CCUOLTIO CMATZI TR 40 93KCLT22
11 SMATPIPRUDL ' *3KCUOLT23 COOLTS

12 1T220 COUTLTIINU2Y <JDiT2

13 LT23: COUTLT22WU2+STROICPISUL (LY i<PREY <PY=8

14 LT231: <PY=1 CMATIIBLNK 4P HEKCUILT23L <POSU2 CRIE
15 <> CSETCRINOL NO2 €))> <3LT2

16 LT3: CTRANS> I C(SETCRINO2 CPLB> <RINOLICUILT20

ar <DEFEND)

Fig. 2 An Example of VC/S program.

Fig. 2 ic VC/S © @1 v 75 sl Ts. ch
i, SNOBOL3 D b5 v 2L —2D A —F v 3%
X3 1D>D<7 ufiyd (LOAD) OFEHTH 5.

2.4 VC/S n®BR

VC/S 25 i3 FORTRAN THARINTOT,
TeY77EHBL—-F v EADETH— FH 1,000
B BERFTV—F 032V 1,000l TH 5. HR
LNV RUERXFFIOMEE R4 v 2 OBBERBIC
THIH—RITAAE ) R P TERINTVS.

VAT LARBBREXFREGMBREEZRBEL TS,
AIFREEXEORS (VX7 onEBMIcED ST
3) e a0 Bic e DABRBELBNT . BE
BETV Y HR wvicHIEL, 2OV YO
BENEVBEEND. £ V)3, &3, €L
RERUKBOE~OERL V&, 4 vF44r—4, b
V=R 75763 (Fig. 1 8R).

3. VC/S ic&k3 SNOBOL 3 mxm

VC/S mpbo%#, FBAEYL »hicd 2 i
2, VC/S LTEENXEILE Y R 7 o2 HET 3
TEND-LDBEYUTHEEELONG. TR
VC/S Eic SNOBOL 3 #%BEL 7. REOHRIL,
SNOBOL 3 0o EEHMMEN S, 4 v 27 Y —4HR
L.

31 449U =% . a-FORREPS ¥ XL

-5

SNOBOL 3 @ 2 #— b x v MIKRB LT3 BHS
5. ENEhCRB R34 27 —% - n— N3,
VA7 75 MGROETHY, KHEICRTF—~ b2
VI OEEERDT 3 - F (REXFE), KRk
E5%2RD. UTERF— b2 v ickliET 234 v
2FY—% « a—FORRERT.

1) & A X

(ASGNS) opl op2 RYI2
(go to field) #upins

AP v IyRBERAEEHER VC/S t2p To SNOBOL 3 o %5 991

2) =vFvrx
(MATS) st. ref. pat. KGIZ
(replace field) (go to field) #EHiZE
3) B call 3¢
(CALL) B4% table index (argl arg2.)
(go to field) H&HES
THEN U BRI IETEES £ 8%KT 5. op 1,
arg 1, st.ref. %i3{RD a i 5 e FTO string expres-
sion hEN & DH#ETH D, pat. |3 string expression
2, fH»5hFTOD string variable », F7-iz s h
ODEETH 3.
string expression
a. literal:: =(CONST) X=F3] RiI1
b. name:: =(EXPL)
| ¥ string expression (b,c,e DV FIMmiC
fR3)
c. ¥ call:: =(CALL) E§¥ table index
(arg 1 arg 2---)
d. arithmetic operation:: =opl a. op. op2
e. parenthetical grouping : : =(string expression)
string variable (s.v. L E§7)
f. arbitrary s.v.:: =¢ASV) name
g. fixed length s.v.:: =(FSV) name length

table index

specifier
h. balanced s.v.:: =(BSV) name

Z it table index & x SNOBOL 7°'a 45 athic
HTL 220N 2, ZRIRTOT FLAEEKT
3b0THB. iz VC/S icENBEENLL, &
BBEBF~TrETN s F=TaEsehENn
20 HR €V DXFFE L THRDOENB DT,
Fig. 3 @ | OB CHRE 284 v 2 DfEHS index &
5.

SNOBOL t5vz2Vv—2i34 827 —& « a—
FA, BRBRICESKKY—R T8 75 AIGENE
¥, BRRERNERV—F v EX->TW5. Fig. 2
KRLT: (LOAD) w—F i3, v—R7Fa 35 n%
ABLUTLIRF—= 2 V3D R MY v 7 E2ROH
U (R&TomE), (TRANS) v—F VicBlIET.
(TRANS) REEIZ1 27— b 2 ¥ } 2ZREICER

entry1findex

entry | l; entry 2 l entry 3

Fig. 3 Symbol table for SNOBOL 3.
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T 5.

3.2 RFAYRFAL

XEEORTFEFIIXIR 1) KRE->TW 3.

EITRY AT ARUTRRT T200—F v XD
REhTna.

1) INTPRT =z7— b v bOREEEHAIL, xt
5L 7B — F v B TE 51,

2) PREEV S5®¥dD string expression {3
LT, &bBijli’s string expression ¥ 7:i3 string
variable D@L T I V—F . Fld & expres-
sion HEI% call Er i3, INTPRT EREICFED
HEh30T, hor—F v $EROFCHLUAET
AR (A7 CAN-R A4 AN

3) RAXLE RAXDELODE% PREEV i
SOFEL, ELOEKICRATS.

4) =9 FvIXNE
izxt LT, pattern (pat.) v v F /7 &€5. < v
FYIOTNTY XLIE B3 THLLBRS.

5) call X call XEFFTTZ. CONV—FV
2, ROBKFUCH L & go to WELD2DDN—
F %5 IHAT 3.

6) BAMOFUHL BEFUCHUICELT, HU
HanBREo) vr—viLsd. YATLHAE
BizonTid, ZDEERD 3.

7) go to JUE go to field 2L TWICETT
NRERF— XV FERETS.

3.3 RuvFVIDOTNTYXA

TRy FVIXRBN~F VICBITDE, /¥4
-V e FVIOT AT Y XL DNVTHRNE. §]
HIZTTY ZATHERLULEROERZRICRT.

STREF----.. string reference.

PAT(i)------ FIiFZBJDNF—v T L XV,

(l=i<n)

CRSR:-----—FRILIC7 v F ¥ S DKRIYL 7o string

reference FOKNE (H—v ).

CRST:.-..- CNETIKCKRIILIcw vy F Vv I TOD

CRSR DEZ#MT LA L v 7.

BWM...... backward match & &, fENHELL5.

FATAL.---.. BED PATG) It= v F v 7T 5DIT

+53 138 20X FEFH STREF IZF7E L 15 W0

string reference (st. ref.)

* SNOBOL v —27B2 5 AhiREbONE /N~ - TV AV IH
DIRELR/$Z—V « TV A Y+ (BBRD arbitrary s.v. & back
reference XNBEH]) KRBT E22vF VS« —FVERTHT
TRND5.

B RF— AV IDTvFVIMRDTIBEROMICRS.

b = Nov. 1975

&, EHEERS.

Step 1. (§1#8/t) BWM—FATAL—{4; CRSR«
CRSTe«c1; fe1.

Step 2. (z v x v rBffD=vF v 2) STREF O
CRSR kb gic PAT() #<vF v 5883, T
i, PAT() oBEIKIBLlk=yF VS - v—F
YR DETEING. 20T v F VBRI S
i, step 3 ~, @A 5 T step 4 .

Step 3. (forward match D#7f7) CRSR % CRST
CANG ; i=n 12 5 i return™*, ixn 125,
i—i+1; BWM «—{4; step 2 ~.

Step 4. (»xv s b 7 v DBARE) FATAL HENl
513 step 8 ~, 725X CRSR ~ CRST kR
vl Ty TTA.

Step 5. (lxzvx v DNy IFFv7) i=11g
512 stepb ~, ixl 225(F i—i—1; BWM«{4;
step 2 .

Step 6. (v FvI/DE—VF2F2v7)

'O E— Fp: ANCHOR 7355 id return.

Step 7. (A& —1t -« #4 v+ (Fig. 4 © a) OEHE
CRSR 28 c. KELGNIT return, %5 TIidh
¥, CRSR % 1 XFEHAE~#¥H, »> CRSR %
CRST iz A3 ; step 2 .

Step 8. (2 DORHID s.v. "X 2 bFw2) i=11g
5 return, ix1 155 (¥ 2 DOH|D string variable
(fixed length s.v. {2fR<) T L AV bE TNy s
FSv2 (( ERST), bLENKCZ DL ED s.v.
D315, step 6 ~; FATAL+—f4; BWM<X;
step 2 .
step 2 TEmEBHO LU AV FETe o F VI
RO L& & 0ReE%E Fig. 4 IKRT.

SNOBOL v 2 F &ld7V—+- 7 x—~< v FTER

v FV

STREF : X ¥ 5
T 7
20 G Gy Cm Cmn

CRSR

Z
AF-HRAUk ﬁ— f
i g

PAT: eLJ'eL40L3r-1eLm~"Iehﬂ

i=m

CRST:I c1lcz 63| ------- Cm

Fig. 4 Configuration of variables during matching.
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DEFINE(®NAME(X) "y "LO"™ "y") ZEMATN)

Lo X "4" sAhpe o, = d

et Yoay s ke mie ;?:s%)i(LZ)

L2 SYSPOT = ¥ / (RETURN)

MAIN SYSPOT ; TRIM(SYSPIT)

NAME (SYSPOT)

END 7 (END)
[(AAzRUY 7]
STSUTOMU, KUNITACHISYUUJ] , YOSHIDARTERUO, FUKUMURA

STSUTOMU,KUNITACHISYUUJT, YOSHIDASTEKUO . FUKUMURA
TSUTOMU! *YUUJL* * TERUO®

Fig.5 An Example of SNOBOL 3 program.

ENA—FRBOOMEIDEY, 2DORN 240Kt 5
VAU —2%, 500 KNETRAY AT 4, BHIILEKD
HAETON—FVTHB. H— F—HITIIEE 4~
5 0 VC/S afrpsiiRI TN 3.

Fig. 5 iz SNOBOL @ #n /'3 aflARd. zh
BABTEINIEEZDO ) X VO SELRIETE LY BT
a3 aTH3. COTas s rOBR - RITHRIR
ﬁ‘{‘J 54 ﬁ"@dﬁof:.

4. VC/S oF

4.1 &HEMBUIZONT

HITHPOTEE L RTSHRIcBE 3 VC/S O ¥
%75 =% Fig. 5 ® SNOBOL 7o 75 A 28R,
EITLHBSICBT 2 P S0 ETHEE EFEEK
DOHEAETTL, Table2 %57,

2 MY vrRBIIBNTIR, AN v ISOHEE, E
ERNLOLSIZSBRIICA M) VY IVDEIICKET S
WHE, RV VY ISORIICAKIELUILOEE L
» 5. Table 2 OFHHESETHMTRS &, FIEK
$HEY 2 SidNFN b ETKMEY 1ms 282250
Iz LT, #FCIET 2 M40, s 1ms PR
EW T3,

—fic, HEBEOMEEy FERDAEIZIZ, A
AR EPEIERS D X S ICETHEEICERE KB
BasERGE, MOETKELGSETHESL O®
(1S DAETER) BETOH/ITOVT—HRIZI S
CENBELVEEZ NS, CDELNS Table 2
%*H 2 &, catenate, move &, set CR, match, con-
ditional jump 2D 42, MOGLITHRTELL
AETHEANZ DT, ChoOETEEXN LS
52212 VCS2koRIcEETIEEZLNS.
X550z, PR VCShewqsa - Fuss nitERE
BT hr—rFy 2 7TERINZBARE, choos
Hii=A470 - TS LCEVKRRTRETHE L
Zziohzd. ok Sic, Table 2 {2 VC/S p/n—

Table 2 Execution time of &, instructions

1

e | -

& 4 AR | airmy PR
1. right | 1,559 519 0 3.0
2. left ! 4 | a8 | 123
3. clear ; 391 | 441 0.89
4, catenate 4,624 1,260 3.67
5. insert 210 | 71 3.08
6. replace 16 1 10 \ 1.60
7. encode 0 0 | —
8. decode 0 o —
9, add 163 53 ! 3.08
10. subtract 178 4 4.05
11. multiply 4 1 4.00
12, divide 0 0 [
13. get cell 121 52 | 233
14, set @ 1,830 | 1,244 1.47
15. move P 7,558 | 3,266 2,31
16. set & to right bound 3% 587 0.67
17. set @ to left bound 10 11 0.91
18. store @ 247 | 1,110 2.20
19. store 1,150 354 3.25
20, store substring 1 2,127 371 5.73
21. store substring 2 1,689 405 4.17
22, set CR 7,034 3,405 2.07
23, stack CR, 963 1,377 0.70
24, reset CR 1,001 1,377 0.73
25. right end ? 381 548 0.70
26. left end ? | 229 351 0.65
27, greater than? 46 21 2,19
28. equal? 2,091 1,133 1.85
29. match ? 7,245 2,771 2.61
30. alpha? 92 137 0.67
31 digit? 28 44 0.64
32. virtual character ? 37 56 0.66
33. not 92 130 0.71
34, conditional jump 6, 859 5,086 1.35
35. unconditional jump 2,592 . 2,150 121
36. return 978 1,088 0.90
37. stop 1 1 1.00
88, trace 0 | V] —_—
39. input 343 | 11 3118
40. output 455 | 34 18.96

& a 61,818 ' 30,985 | 200

Fv27EROFRNCKT E2—D20iEH 252 TS
EEZONS.

4.2 F-9HEIIONT

VC/S i, 2t Y vorrf—DF—siHEEL, £
DLz BHICIRA B B4 v 2 2B/ EST B LT
R MY Y ZITDONTEDIE D HED KA MRITA S
LW ->TAE. T, REERESHIONT
WTC, AZYVYELORHFED, AV g7 )—% -
a— FOEBRZFIZFEESE»ONTVA. LpLigs
5, FEBic VC/S ETHEHES £17- SNOBOL Mm%
DONFIT3DORBICTEINTV I ERBRIZ LN,
BLTBNWSDOE VAR L. chi, EELER
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H, BCR M) Y IMBFEDOAHTEL, F—7i
H, VAMBESEERELTI0kILT, VC/S I,
BEKIREZhSICHLT 2BEEZRITORVC LI
L2EEZONG. COTHERUIQERTIE, i
SIERIBT AMBOLTER M) VIS EDRL V20D
EAEFBT 2 TREMICT-T WA, Fig. 5 0
SNOBOL 7u s 5 £%, ZOH#E:FE->T VC/S 7
0 /7 ATHEEBRL KBS (SNOBOL 7rm 5 4
2VC/SFussaicavr i v LiBAEELILN
3) OETHEIIZ, 2.2 B Thot. 2OTEMSE
OFar5 LD T T Y X AOEBBERKICONTIE
VC/S O#RIZMEMSIINENZS.

P~ MBRAEERT 5 1.0 EE LT,

(1) #A4 v2RBEIBTIH40FKELBERIL,

(2) wekosEEbomEoMtm,
D2oMEZoNS. (1)IHBHBRRTIEIS 50
VC/S oEABEER ST VWEATT A 5. —F,
(2)BPRICH L TRERREEESLL LRk ENS
5, VC/S OBRHBEEOERELEL T3, #ikkicH
BERXBRE LTEIZRACE, (1)8R4THD
ERBbhb.

S. #H & ht &

XFFLFE A EARBIEL T 5 (RAREHH VC/S £
#tL, ch* FORTRAN ciRLEBL 7-. VC/S
RBXFINAETEST 2 - DDOLERED Lt VDEESH S
BRAEEEREL S, SLICEANRETZXFRL
OEEOMNBICEEHRICE #4 V2 NRETE
T, ZNORESHTERROXENICHS 2842 D
BEREXBBHRTEONG. F XENEERT 3 XFE
ELTREXFRBALN, BRIBXFE v MEEK
THZEDAETHS.

L) ) Nov. 1975

SNOBOL t 5 vz2Lv—2DfERIE, 4 v 27Y) —
2 ea—FOEREY —27 0275 AIGENHDICL
7ol REXZOBELEI LI ESCL-THh
BRAB IO, $HETRY A F Alt200T
b, Ty FVIXONER VCS D ~=vF v IHd
29 oERIL Y BRIcERE h.

BB, 4 TR EDBOICESNGS LY O
%R, BEOME, Foov SBEDERE XY VC/S
& OXFINBRERERE (D) ORHERLERD
HEBETH5.

ERHAN: 2EEAEATHEB L v 2 — FA-
COM 230-60 (ZREEZS : M7 48 4EpF 4001 CM 0366,
f& 49 4EBF 4001 DK 1043)
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