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Synchronized Movements of Short-Lived
Cabinets’ Approval Rates and Media
Evaluations as Assessed by Text Analysis
Software

Fumihiko Yoshida®

Analyzing editorials of four major newspapers on five cabinets in recent years ,
Mori, Abe, Fukuda, Aso, and Hatoyama cabinets, by morpheme analysis
software, and identifying words with positive and negative denotation, five
time-series indices were obtained regarding media evaluations of these five
cabinets. This study demonstrates that “media evaluations of a given cabinet”
assessed by this method is significantly correlated with “cabinet approval
rates” obtained by opinion polls, suggesting a possibility that cabinet approval
rates may be estimated from media evaluations of the cabinet.
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