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Analysis and Rearing of Creative Thinking 2.
Ability Through Word Association 21
—As Basic Ability of the IS Engineer—

T.Niwa', Y.Kaminuma'', T.Matsuda'", M.Oyama'"""
M.Nakae" and K.Yasuda'

Studies have revealed an interesting new concern in which young students are avoiding

careers related to information systems (IS), careers which require a large amount of

independent and creative thinking. It is suggested that one possible approach to

increasing interest in such careers is training the latent ability of creative reasoning and 22

independent thought in potential students. In the following study, a term coined as “idea

ability” was created, the ability to imagine and produce related words from hearing just

one, the ability of word association, linkage, reverse thought and analysis. The study 1
tries to verify the effect of this ability on the learner. A short word association exercise 30
was repeatedly measured on studies in an IS class. Results and evaluation of

“Information B” are reported. Statistical results of a principal component analysis and 1

results of subjective student evaluations are included.
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