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Temporal Variation of Relationship between Lyrics and Melody
in Japanese Popular Music

Ryo YONEDA, ! SHIN-1cHI NAKAYAMA 12
and TETSUYA MAESHIRO 12

Popular musics between 1980 and 2009 with interval between two and three
years are analyzed, totalling 13 sampled years. Ten musics are selected from top
hit charts of covered years. Relationships between elements of lyrics and pho-
netic values of melodies are analyzed. Mora is used for lyric parts in Japanese,
and syllable for English parts. Characteristic variations are found in phonetic
values between semiquaver and quarter notes. Furthermore, absolute time du-
rations assigned to mora (or syllable) are in decreasing trend.
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