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Manual Translation Experiment of Broadcast
News in Simple Japanese

Hideki Tanaka' and Hideya Mino'

The number of non-native Japanese speakers increases year by year and many of them
suffer from lack of competence in Japanese. These people strongly hope to be able to get
information through TV and radio programs as the native Japanese speakers. Following
such demands, we decided to study the possibility of translating Japanese news into
simple news and broadcast it to these people. To estimate an appropriate level for simple
Japanese news, we conducted manual translation experiments and found that the news is
able to be translated with several thousand words with the elementary level grammar. We
found that the translated news that observes above restrictions can be expected to be
understood by the Japanese learners who have finished the elementary course and
proceeded a little bit further. Since the learners of this level cannot be expected to fully
understand several thousand words, we consider it important to offer a dictionary for
news to them. We consider that character-based media such as internet or digital TV will
be most suitable for the service of simple Japanese news with dictionary.
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