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Articulatory Feature Extraction and Its
Evaluation for English Pronunciation Learning

Hiroaki Nagaoka', Yurie Iribe’, Kouichi Katsurada®
, and Tsuneo Nitta'

Various types of CALL systems have been developed in recent years. We have been
developing an English pronunciation learning system for Japanese students. In this paper,
firstly, a phoneme recognition engine in the system is described. The engine converts an
input utterance into an articulatory feature (AF) sequence using an AF extractor with
two-stage multi-layer neural networks (MLN), then the AF sequence is fed into
phoneme-HMMs in which the phoneme strings are constrained by a network grammar
designed using easily mistakable pronunciations by the Japanese. In the experiments on
TIMIT corpus, AF outperforms the acoustic feature of MFCC when the evaluations are
done with and without a network grammar. Experimental results on English word
utterances by Japanese students are also described.

1. &I

PEREORE L, B, RFEFRCHm A EEBELTEED, EEICHETHIEE]
R CD ZbEIFETEDONR R THS. UL, EEFEFRITE LR o REDS,
FoEESS CD IS A BIL, AR S BERICIERHL, RIRICEE FEEEE 5
FHE OREEVOMERHS. 2T, B EFHIHEHATE, FEFORSTIETED flhe
CALL #h OBIR DA T O T,

MIREI Tl CALL M ELTE, BE [2] REETEN [3] eEndbs. %5,
R ENREFE LI HEEICH LT, —oDOFRICHEA L TERBHREITV, TOMREE22Y
FIZTA =R $5. ZO%E, —2DOEREFETDITUTEL THD03, ho&FFK 3 H
EHoTE, TNERIMULNWEVORERSS. FEFENT, BFELZHEROTXTO
FRIZHLT, BREOBRBEHRLTLNDD, EOINIHETNIER OVMHEVSTEBIES
FEITHZ TN, Bx DR EZED COBRREFE AT LTI, FEEOREFO
BTOERITKH L TRBEAT, BREFHFICTA R0 IT 5. Fiz, FHENREDL
NIEFTHIZRVD, LWV BEFELHRTHIEEBELLTD.

— 0, BRI AR LT SRR S OB AT LTS [4] [5] [6].
PERDS [7] 1%, BARADEFERFEE RN —7 LIEOB R TRE—AbL, ik
IZEDNRE— NG ST BRI ORI BN RICERBHETHIET, BRIEMELN L&
7. S A B TAREFB AT LB TS, RIOBE, HAADIEIERFHAY
fRIAMNBEFH LTz, b7 —7 30EE W TH 5 FSIEHI R 5.

Fxlt, BRANFEZNGICKEREFEVATLERMBETHIEEANEL TS, —
REIT, T ZRBRITHWON A AL MFCC THHD, AL AT LTS MEE A
LTWa4. MFCC TIX, +072 BBl B A ER T DL BOEF— A NE LT
54007, SRS LR OME T EEZ HMM ICR BT 5720, BBz &0
BTRT —ZENE LT AN, FROEESHET L, L EOFE T —F TEERR#EE
FERRTED [8]. ZNET, AARFEZXIGELTZ mono-phone HMM T, & R —2A
HMM 78 MFCC “X—A HMM % LRIZMEREZ S TD [9]. AME CIX, HiERTFE Y
AT NIRRT ET BRI D L F OGRS R AR RS,
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2. HERBICESCERER

UTICHRERFBIZOWTEH L7c%, TSR o F R E COLE AN
T 5.

2.1 RERHN

TR (Articulatory Feature; AF) (%, BEEFHICHAWON TR (B35, +
B, AM, EFEe L) LIEME (RIS, Bk, CRIR, YY) OBYEARET. AF T
1%, HHWLERIIHAEHBOEEGH -) 2RI ML TRETE 5. AF 25 5R
WCHAT 2O RIE, AENIGEVWERFLEZEHOT WY b & LTRILT
EHZLTHD WZIE, [p] &[b] TIHEALZ bAREIZIRE SRR D), AF Tl
B, BEOENDLTHD).

ASEHAWZRERSE v M, EEEFSLS (International Phonetic Alphabet: IPA)
[10] 2B RFEICET 2o 2B HUIERLZ. £1 12, EH L7 28 IKILD AF &
v MERT (RoT 28 Rot, BHEK 42 il ZETe)). HlzIE, FFE([plix, IPA TIEM
JBETHOMREETH D70, REEIN+H"0 <. 2 ZICR 7SR EE » b
%, BT 2=a2—F 1y NEETHAMES L LTHWLNS.

2.2 BFAHEOMEH

1 ICHE B St o 2R AR~ L. AF fit#ic A S =TS E, £
JHFTH# [11] (Local Feature, LF) I[CA# SN 5. LF OfHFIEEZX 21279, AT
TR, 16kHz TH 7V v 7 &=, 25ms DN 72T 10ms /i, 512 20
FFT {LE %2521 5, ZOREFRIT ST -2~ MLOB TR S, PoEEks (5
BATHERL L T2) A VR EERIFE TR & L 72 24-ch @ BPF (Band Pass Filter) /2% &9
biLd, ZITETHROHNIETH D, FWVTRY =T MR O SRR
DTN D, NT =AY MUVRFIPHAT 2 MlE L, 28RBS L TR &R E&E
BT ORI My BER TRIATE D (S, £2C, BPF % 3X3
O RFTREBICEWR T D720, FEfH & B B LT 43 SO EREIE (Linear
Regression; LR)JEE 1TV, 048 E LTO LF ZiHT 5, 2O RETFHRITS
28 WITETH DN, Fe O CTHEBNR LA (Discrete Cosine Transform; DCT)ALERIZ L - T
Her D 12 WICITIERE SV D, TAUTKEN T — oy Oy B3R % I Z 72 25 ot D fE
WMNLF ThHD.

2.3 FAERHREOME
2.3.1 BFTEEND AF ~DER

LF 1%, 1 B¢ ® MLN (MLN;) ([2X > T AF ~&E#shs. Ao LF o
AF 121%, L BICHEBR 7 b—2ax &g 3 Rl 7 L—2A (x3 X43) ZHWZ.
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B 1 R AR O HE AR B2 JRETR D R
#1 MERHMEy b (e 75, fA: BF)

pbtdkg fvthdhs zshzhchhhhmnng r | dxw v
SES
SE + o+
= e s iv ih ev eh ae aa ay awao ow oy uh uwah er ax
e S+ 44+ 44w e+t HE [+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +
mE + + + + F5
[oot=3=4 + + HE |+ + & ¢ kw4
BT . e S S S +
=
£z + o+ +E o+
EEE - - - - .o BE s e e e s
EETEEE| + o+ + o+ o+ o+ + o+ R
[y + £ + + +
TOET + + + ESr + + + + o+
re=riy
BFiE + e + o+ o+
i |+ o+ o+ o+ o+ o+ - =
B2 M= + +
&
25 o r OB -
[Elbé;a * SEAE + + + o+
eyt SoE b b b4t
fEliy=y * o
i mfelay= +

Tbb, AJNE 75 Kot (25X3) @ LF, /11284 kot (28 X 3) ® AF TH 5.
HEHZ L—2Ax, 72T, Fith 3 BB 7 L — A(x3, Xu3) DAY FLEH
EETrZ LT, AF ~OBMBEENR L35, FEEFT AN EEFT—FEHANT
TV, +OBRMEEZ 09, —OREMEZ 0.1 & L, EEVEFEEE AW (L, MLN, 12
DNTHEER) .
2.3.2 SAEEFICL D AFDER

MLN; OHi)% 2 BiHOMLN, T, EHIZEETSH. ZZTIiE AF O A (GHE)
AN OMEEE) oFEfRsE2FA L CEEE2ITS. 1 BRB T L AF RSN,
TR (= WHEHBOBE) XML TCWDEEZ, A GEE) L AA OEE)
AWNT, L0 HBIcESHREEZRITS. 0B, 22T 1 BHEE, X3 X6 X3
37— AN ETD. Thbb MLN D ANIE, AF, A, AA Z#FhZEh 3
L— AT 252 WL, 12 AF84 ot & 72 . M3 12, MLN, D177 (AF) fil & R~7.
FEEEMNZY 1T Daphne’s Swedish /d ae fsil niy s sil wiy dxihsh/ (110 7L —14) TH 5.

WIZ, ZZETICHH SN AF R5NE, KERZM TRV 2 8->, kit
BOAHEHEHT 2 HMM TiX, BFHEBMEASLEIZ/R D7D, MLN,OHDIZX LT,
Gram-Schmidt OB AL % H L TR EIT .
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Daphne’s swedish nesdlepoint scarf matched her skirt.
sil d e fooslon iy s sl woy dx ih sh
B I —— T e~
il —
rOEE
5=
=
H —— N
%

® D D -
HE
oE
W& o\ e T
= . e [ ——
RiE#ES
i3l
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&E
BRE —
b=
wOEs p—
[m==
EEF — — = I~
wE
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FRAME

3 MLN, OH ) Gl - #AEME, K8 MLN, H 7))

2.4 HWM [ & 2 B REEE
EAALTRE R SRS Z HMM IC A L TERINEHD. BEFETIE, TOHVRT
AR LT HEEA PEEBENRE T RN E2H 5720, HMM o6& 5 BEHRINIC
FH LT, BARADBENGWEZFEY 2L— b Ly b U — 27 CEOHIF % 55 H
T5.
2.41. BRADEBHRERY
HARANDIGEIHE TIE, LTI RTRERYBZ .
(1) Ar/ERS, BE/REEOXR]
AFELESE BELREBETOEESHZ
f5]) bag/baeg/ % [back] (/\Nv7) LHF
(2) FEEH
WHEOTED I L, AAETHINT 2ER/FELRNE D
f5l) sea/siy/ % [shiy] (—) &¥HHF
(3) FFEEH
WFEIZIFEE DT (aa, ax, ah, ae) MFET D2, AARFETIE 1 fiEOT
LIEIE LR W E (EBEICEREL TV LIRZALEZ XKL THRVE)
) map /maep/ % [mahp] (=v7) LHE
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@) BEFHA
B B O B R IS R A A
fl) get/geht/ % [gehtao] (7 v b) &G
5) r DLTE
E/RD 1/ BBLTE
) far /fer/ % [faa] (7 7—) &¥F
L EOHANZ @A L7280 BRI, HEE read /riyd/ Z 6l
DMAEDLEIZ 16 IS (K4B18).
2.4.2 2y bI—UEDER
241, T LEHBAINBAER L, FMEZLBVEZROMEEER 2 ITRT.
it/ WIEMBEZOBE, BBV EHEIT /N THHINS, i/ & N D2EHRITRD. eyl B
IEfiR %@i@m, AV HHIX /ehih/,/ehiy THD. 2.4.1.(4) TR LIREERHARICHE
ANENDRFL, FERFEN M, /A OFE fao/, FBRAFFN /ch/, jh OEE i/,
FOMDOTFHFEOLE  ThHhDH. HIEEOERTFEN /A P Z20RICHAINLD R
Tl fao/ 127D (read friyd/ 2% /riydao/ (2725). FHEREOTEN t 2L,
Z DI [ BPFEAESND (handle /haendl/ 72& /haendaolub/ (272%). HAA
DFEFEHRERVMME R Yy MU — 7 SEIHEAANLD Z LT, HMM bl sihvs
HFRINHIRE ATz, EfZHIRT 228 T, SREDPEE SN, AR BT
L. BHISNDHEEOBEMLBOTH720, Bl NEb T EEZLNS.

Lo L, EMIIEFY S

2 EMERLBRVEROMEE

FREESE R EE FREESE HIEE
4] a] | r
b al chx
t d i
d t v
k g iy ih —»> ELLEE
z k ih i - BofHE
f W oy gh + ikiy
W f b eh ey
th dh, 5, sh e ax, aa, ah G 3
dh th =) ah, 5%, ae by AN
s z, sh ay ahax asae + ik iy @ ’@@
z 5 zh, jh i ahax aaae + uh
sh zh a0 ow
zh sh ow an + uh uw = 3
ch jh oy ao + ih iy 4 read @j{/ﬁ
ih ch Lh Lhi¢
hh vy uh
] ah ax, a3, ae
n m, ng ar ax
rg nng ax ah, aa, ae
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3. FRMRER

3.1 BAEBHMOFM

A ORI RS S 2 TR+ 5 EBR AT o /2. 2HMIMIE MLN 2> S5 L 7= AF 84 (28
X 3) WD HH, HLT7L—AICHYT D 28 WInITxt LTITH . AF HHHDREEIR,
WIS R TS 72 » O IEfi#SE (AF-Correct Rate; AFCR) TR L7z,

IEL <& @i
7L — A% x 28

512 AF #2774, MLN; 3 X O'MLN, O W F R o HEBRR TS 90% Lz 5
KNG SN MLN OB ZHOZ L THRE LI EL, 95%DMMHBERELNS.
MLN, R 5ENZDANNTEFHED A L AAZEDTNRENRKEN ERNDbND. FHEE
O AF R EZFAE L L 25, &2 TOEHRITBVTMLN, ®F2MLN; LY &0
BETH-o7-. KFlZ ay,aw, oy, ow 72 EO " EHEENEFICKEIN TV, “HEES
X, TOMDOERLERRY ZOOFEZRETLHLOERXBANTO AF EOZELIK
W MLNyIE, AL AAZADCEDTNDHDOT, AFEOEILZ EFL B 252
LMTEELEELZTND.

AFCR =

x 100 [%]

96 -

95.4

AP B (%]

©
s
4

93
MLN1 MLN2

5 AF fili IS
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3.2 KEBBEEEICHIT IERBHEMERE

AT, Fr IS A (84 o) W28, I —RI R ETHD
MFCC(A, A A, AP, AAP; 38 WIL) DB FEREAT 72, Fio, Xy NI —273EITIY
HAFEFRFNEHFILTOEE0, HIEY/ELOHEIZONTH T Bl ik ie 2~ 7.
FERBHIRD 2 By M.

Dl: &t >~ (MLNFEHH, HFEE7 L FEM)
TIMIT [13] 4,240 3L,
B 3764, &7 1544 (16 kHz, 16 bit)
D2: #lik »
TIMIT 800 3¢,
B 62 4, &7 38 4 (16 kHz, 16 bit)
HMM X 5 A7 — | 3 b—T7 OIEAER] 7 left-to right B 2 ] L7=. HL3% (mono-phone)
WAL, IRAEE 1,2,4,8,16 L L, D2F& v hOEHERIRIEGEL R, FHEIIHK
R LOFREAEK 6 (TR, HE D 77 MECC L W b, Correct Rate (359 7%~ 12%,
Accuracy (39 13~25% BN & 72 o 7. THE R AF 1, IRGEH 1 1BE THE Correct
Rate ZZEHK L TV 5. ZHISH LT MFCC 1L, IRGHKZHLTIELmLET D, Z ok
HD, AEBMIIFEERLEDONRTA—ZTHH I ENTBENS.

BEIGHRD 0 O R A2 7127 F. Mix.16 1281 55 #FE A O Correct Rate D ELi%
%X 8 |27~k F. [X 8 T Correct Rate 2% 100% D FHKI1E, F v MU —27 KB D80
DMFLE L7 WEFE (Y, my, /dx/, Iwl, 1Y) TH 5.

7 @O Correct Rate D7 7 7025, BRI, MFCC & HIC9EIK ELLL BFE %
B CED LR ENTE. Xy MUY= EEMHEH L2 VEAE XY B 20%i0T <
Correct Rate 2% L H L7, Mz HIRT A2 L T, BBV NEL L0 LEZLN
5. Accuracy (B LTI 25% L E LR L7z, BEMEHIRT 52 & T, BRENETE
SNDIZDFEABRYNKREL WO LIEEEZD.

TR E DT H MFCC £ 9 %, Correct Rate 137 2%, Accuracy 135) 2% EBAL & 72 >
oo Xy MU= 3EEFEH LR WES (K6) LV, Correct Rate, Accuracy & & 12
MFCC & FAERE E D= E o 72, ZHUL, B0 FROMEE N2 041X MFCC
LIRERBIC RGBT R L, MABEDLENLL R DGE1E, HEREOTRENTH D
ZEERLTWS. B, M8 TIHAY EROMAENRRLLVWEHRTHLTE (/th,
/sl, 1z, /) IZAERFEO T BEMNTH D Z EPREINTWD. B (/aal, /ah/, /ael. /ax/,
layl, low/) \ZEILTh, /aw/, loy/Z R E TR HMO T BNEMN THS.
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SABRFRANPEDEFEFICL ST RERIERE

65 c0s 614
690 695 60 | 32 BEO 33.0FERICI VD EEREHEICH L UIRWERTERBHRTEDHZ
"To, = . LBbhoiz. LiL, SEERSOHKICMHEHE Lk y bV —2 EE, ARAD
Tl m 2 = FEEREBRY A RICER L bOTH D0, BARANEHE RS Lz a— SR &
E ws .o = A L7 3R 21T\, BRI E LEBAIc R EmY 2 ELSRITET0 A0
g o : 5 P A REE LT
R % — —— ORI, 3.3, OEBRCTRDL RO BA 7= 5 (84 W) %HMAL. HMM 13 5
v - 35 D AT —R3 )L —T DFEHER 72 left-to right B F L7=. B35 (mono-phone) Hifif T, 1R &%
% = . o 16 &L, D3 b RRBAMEREE T
Mixl — Mix2 Mix8  Mix.16 Mix8  Mix.16 D3: gﬁﬁﬁﬂz v |k
6 MFCC & FHE R & RS R o b GF R AR 72 L) HANFAIZ LD S B FER 3 5988 3L (BE#E — A Y7205 850 HAFERH),
0 " B 24, L5 54 (16 kHz, 16 bit)
s - N 365" "By NIDIZHT. Fy N SRS BRI E LI 6 LUV B a0k
87 - 857 o 8538 s A 9 (1%?‘. =R mD Corre\:ct Rate #[X 10 |Z/~9". 2 ity D3 121X, H K)\':_%"
F u 86 f/ w1 -® DR TR LREEHOT R 7 (F R HAD MF RS TS, Correct Rate (X, %55
g g e % BEOT RV 7 L AT DRI LT B FFIN LA L, HH L. 4 10 O F1iZiE Correct
5" P 4 8,7 Rate 23 0% 3 (/dx/, fer/) BAFET D3, ZAUFFHli £ b D3 IZIFHIBLARNWER TH.
£ § e ?” /sil/ AZBILTEEHIIL TR0,
8 > —— //’ PS— Pl M2 TIMIT 24 B L7 5A L e L, Correct Rate 13 20%fK FL7z. FHRE/ICE
8 S—— T —=— mE DEF LS TRBENTVDONERAE LIS, THEOER T (Ip) 2 HHE (b)) &L
8 ‘ ‘ ' ‘ ‘ 8 ‘ TREBHRLCOVBEANE -T2 & /d/, k& gl Isl & [z WL THRER) . Zofk
Mix.1 Mix.2 Mix.4 Mix.8 Mix.16 Mix.1 Mix.2 Mix.4 Mix.8 Mix.16

b Ipl, It/ Ik/, Is/ 1% Correct Rate 2MEL 22 ~7=. W2, FHEDOHEFETZ b/, /d/, Ig/, /) 13
TLLTIRAMENAZLITFLALE 2L, Correct Rate 1% 90% LA EEE D -7, MLN D%
W7 AU B NGEH OFF T —4 (TIMIT) 2L TWA72, A ARAFRE ORE ISR L UL,

7 MFCC & B FFH O E R R ol (FRINGEHH D)

100 — -

N I i | SEETRMEI TR B XS, A1, T RMEIA MLN 1< HARAEAED
SRR RSB L OB B AR LI

90 - —— s HEFHEE i — — -

s+FHFFEFRHHE —HHE FEFERERFRREHERE -HEHE

Correct Rate[%]
3
|
!
T
T
|
|
!
!
T
|
1
|
|

e s e B EE EEEE E S BB EE EEEEEE B EEE B iE RN

o FHHFHFHEEEEEEEEEHEHHEEEER = veee HHEHEERFEHEEEHE
= EAEE

60 L S S s B S S B B S S B S S S S S S S S S S S S

Sa-Txme g g N EREEEESRT T3 22 25536555

£ 0 m >3
o © © © 5
1

8 FF D Correct Rate (TIMIT, FHEFIHKIH V)
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70 7 6238
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O+ TXWE >ccwNESCCcCcC g cC
S 5 NG =

10 HFHEMED Correct Rate (AR NFADIGEEH, SRIMHKH )

e

FEH

AEFBICESS FRZRH LAV REBREFLE AT LAEREL, ERER#H
Vb LTOMREETME Lz, S E MFCC OBEZIZOWT, FEIEMRE L
LR, *y MU —2 ORI X DM AERIGRIOF D /LI b b, HER
WAEBML R AR LT, —F, BARANFAEORERGEETF2HEMA L-ERTIX, &
HABEBTRWERIZHB O R o7, A, FEFEHEHEE MLN 12 H AN A D %
EEFEEHT AR OB B EME L2,
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R AR —ERIE, BRI EEARSEIEERICL o FAMEEITHIC
H-Y, ARNFAEDOHEEETE 23— A28 L T2 & o EEEIN R AT
SR FEES R 0 V2 B 22 B RS9 5.
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