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Effects of Seating Arrangements on
Remote Video Communication

NaoMmI YAMASHITA, ! Kerr HiraTa, T SHiceMr Aovaar, !
Hipeakl Kuzuoka,? Karsuniko Kajrf!
and YASUNORI HARADAT!

Previous studies have significantly demonstrated the effects of seating posi-
tion on communications in face-to-face settings. Yet it is still unclear whether
changes in seating position across different sites have the same effect on video
mediated communication between distant members. First of all, most video
communication systems do not allow distant parties to take various seating po-
sitions. In this paper, we introduce a system called t-Room that enables various
seating positions among people in distant locations. Using t-Room, we exam-
ined how seating position might affect communication between distant sites.
Our results indicate that seating position across distant sites affect people’s
turn-taking behavior, sense of unity and satisfaction on their discussions.
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Fig.1 Two people seated in identical locations (a) side-by-side and (b) across from each other.
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Fig.2 Hardware design of t-Room.
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Fig.3 An example of t-Room in use.
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Fig.4 How t-Room alleviates the Mona Lisa Effect.
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Fig.5 t-Room’s experimental setup.
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