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Media Performance System “Phenakistoscope Player”
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and the Artistic Activities
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This paper presents a media performance system called “Phenakistoscope
Player”, the players of which are allowed to perform images and sounds simul-
taneously. Most of the media performance systems use a keyboard and a mouse
as the interface, whereas, we employed a turntable and disk scores for a con-
troller of the Phenakistoscope Player, inspired by “Phenakistoscope” invented
as an animation device in 1830’s. In this paper, we describe the conceptual
basis of the Phenakistoscope player and its implementation and show a media
performance work titled “SightSound -Phenakistoscope-” for the Phenakisto-
scope Player. Possibilities and problems regarding expression in the interactive
media arts are discussed based on the workshops and the performances we have
given so far.
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Fig.1 Example of the Phenakistoscope’s sheet.
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Fig.2 Equipments of the Phenakistoscope Player.
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Fig.4 Software data flow of Phenakistoscope Player.
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Fig.5 Example of a sheet for the SightSound -Phenakistoscope-.
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Fig.7 Performance scene of SightSound -Phenekistoscope-.
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