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A Re-definition of “Conceptual Data Modeling”
from the Peirce’s Pragmatism

SHIGEO KANEDAT!

This paper analyzes theoretically the Conceptual Data Modeling (CDM) ap-
proach, proposed by the MASP association in Japan, from the philosophical
view points of C.S.Peirce’s Pragmatism. The analysis shows that CDM itself is
equal to the investigation process of Peirce’s Pragmatism. Also, the necessity
of the object-oriented approach is described based on the “Real Thing’ con-
cept of Peirce’s pragmatism. The object-oriented approach is an essential part
of CDM to reveal a “To Be” model in the application domain. However, the
major papers of the Peirce’s pragmatism were published in 1878 and are not
new. The some modern pragmatism philosophers, such as W. V. Quine, and R.
Rorty, have already improved the Peirce’s theory. Thus, this paper also shows
that their theoretical improvements set up new aspects of the CDM approach.
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