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Examinations on the H-GIS Database of
Nara-Basin ; its outline and problems

Kazuhisa Ideta’

The purpose of this study is to introduce the H-GIS Database of Nara-Basin and to show
the problems arisen when we use the Database. It consists of some sub-databases; the
database of Fujiwara-kyo, ancient capital of Japan, the database of place-names in
Nara-Basin, the database of Kofuns, ancient burial mounds, in Nara-Basin and so on.
Generally speaking, it is very helpful for reconstruction of Nara-Basin in ancient times
to use the H-GIS Database. However, this study points out the some questions of
constructing the Database: in case of the database of Fujiwara-kyo the way of describing
the era when a site was formed differs widely and some gap between plans of remnants
which are drawn in the same site occasionally exist. Therefore it is necessary to fix a
standard of describing the era of each site plan and to exam why the gap occurs.

Then the example of using the database of Kofuns(especially keyhole-shaped burial
mounds) can show various distribution maps. The analysis of these distribution maps
show that the large-size mounds are distributed in the area of a gateway to the
Nara-Basin, where is the heartland of ancient Japan, from Kawachi area and that
discussing through the distribution maps in relating to size of a mound in each phase will
be expected to be very fruitful way to gain the new knowledge on the nature of
keyhole-shaped burial mounds.
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