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Analyzing Natural-language Text in Source
Code Comments

Taiga NAKAMURA |
t IBM Research, Tokyo Research Laboratory

Code comments in software often contains a narrative text description which can be related to
the quality of software. We propose a novel approach to analyzing source code comments by
extracting comment blocks and applying the natural language processing (NLP) technology. With
this approach, we identify distinctive patterns of syntactic expressions based on the content of
various source code comments, and extract comments that match those patterns. We use the data
from several open source software projects, manually classify code comments, and evaluate the
result of NLP processing. We also describe a prototype tool for automatically detecting matched

comments.
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<doc id="157">
<title>Foo.cpp</title>
<itemset>
<item name=".fileName" val="Foo.cpp"/>
<item name=".pathName" val="/"/>
<item name=".offset" val="9425"/>
<item name=".isFormal" val="false"/>
<item name=".commentType" val="1"/>
</itemset>
<textlist>
<text name="comment">TJ — Xy -V & HHTE
B EIIITTANE</text>
</textlist>
</doc>

Fig. 2 BHffETFFAba x> bl

I—-RaXrbTFFANOBRETHWEL LU
#2t- HHTTIE. IBM Content Analyzer (ICA) ©
ZHEAL 2. ICA TIEZ AT A N O SURITHE
BIcES & R0y — 2 AERNIC &S
FEHIET 5 2 L HSEHEC H B,

ZoENEb eI, MERXYTT 1 TIKEFEL
Bra—FKa Xy b ICFEANC KT 5 RRE
ARz, B, KBTI 0 —FTld, BT
REV TR =7 CEAICEDLN 2EEELHH

L2 L) SRR SFEAMOBERIITbARY, 2h
1T &Y. BERATRER ko B TRA L2
REE T ORI agECH H—H., TFAEL
TERL = XBZF O ORI NI OINRE L2
BorRTHINERT 5,

TGV ALT 2= AT, M7 = — XL A
aXvhJay ZEBEL R ETHEL R
7 —% BAASEUERERICHTL TE U0, <y
F¥Ba—Rary eH175, 2—¥ -1 B
Hahiza—RKa Xy N EN%EE R T 50,
MEEREEFL 2 EHE AN Y 7 2 L THA
5,

3 FA—TUIY—RVYITPI LT DN
tERoFEICE S Ta—Raxr MHEE
DELREELA TV —ATaT s DY —
Z2a—R 2L ERERT., R2IHEAL =
97y =l NOWMRERY, TS SIVIERE
1327 Java £721% C++ THY, VIR =T7D
IR HRELTTH 5,

Table 2 AMTICHEAL 7oy =2k

# PA=DES AN EE | 7 AME
a BeanBinder-0.2.3 Java 71

b kimera-2.11 C++ 45

d mgoban-r17 Java 248

d Morpho-2.0.10 Java 115

e | PostgresForest-4.0.2 | Java 482

f qpilot-r158 C++ 49

g S2Dao-1.0.49 Java 519

h S2Remoting-1.1.2 Java 18

i simBio-1.0 Java 507

6DV I =FIEFENSEIAVMTF
2N FNFNORNEL EENTA THREIL . 24
FTATHIALT AR ML TELOEHRIL /2,
ROoM oz EwmE. S5 —F OiUIRN 2 1ER
L Tt o Bk WAL 7z L TAFEL /-, Flxid.
Y —=RFRE?] 2 Ha Ax b AL TUL.
— R — MR EARKRETH 5 2 I T 55
RO THA L IITHRZ B, FZHa—-KIZ
MEY — NI REPZHET EIRENRTH B/
DIHT 4T FAT A2 MUAINTEL oz,
72 3. Eclipse 72 ¥ ORIRRIEMAERL I 257
a-RIKHEFMCSEh Tzl cE5a—K

— 289 —



AR NIRRT 4T E AT 3 X MEIAFEL 2
Molz, 2D & H%a X MIFRT PostgresForest
(Fuay=zZbe) THBEZL RN, 2hbo
HEERT A M EBREL Tz e 2 fE L
DOFEL B2 T L LORETH B,
RIKCHTFEHRE T, £ 7478 o BFRFE2
AVETBYIDILE, RHT AT EATA R
MCAE Sz 01 331 8 (#14.4%) THY., 2
DT 2 b TIE—D2URHT 4T FAT R
VEBROPEEP 5Tz, RHT AT AT IR
YhNOBEI EoWBRIIT Y 2 Mk T
KELMINER Y, FRCEERCET 2207«
TrALTaXMNITav=7h e INILAY
Rohiholz, 7P s b e Tk, EEER
ZARXVNTR—=0FDTS575 4 ABEREH
TWBZ eMNERSIh B,

Table 3 FENC &k 2 ERRES
# B3 R | FIRER | EES
aX b
a 66 1 0
b 71 1 0 1
c 382 13 22 0
d 1,064 0 0 0
e 3,757 31 19 135
f 218 50 0
g 373 3 2
h 43 0 0 0
i 1,504 35 13 1

F—I2EDIE T —<)N T AV (Java S
025 LD Javadoc) 1 3,340 [ TH - 7=h%. £ D
IBRHT AT IAT AR NIHFEINZ LD
E30BEOARTHo, PEVZOT—F T, E
FBERFaXAvTF—2ar el COMEIIMNH
WIF—=)a Ak LISAOBAITREICRT T 4
TWEHEET S L HIRHAEREPN TS HERZ R
LTw3,

PTF. ZhZhoy A 7iIcafEsniza—-KNa
A b DB RN ODRT,

MR R

o [KRZEE| (Fuv=2shb): BRELES
LTWbF—TNOHT, —DDEEMKE
ETHHILEIERL T3,

¢ ITODO AIA7E—R® undo Ikt
) (Fa¥=Z b c): undoRF Ui Hh
T2 EDNIERFEET B AV v K TUIEAEK
EETHHZ LEECAL T35,

o HEBTMHS L5456, o7 7 A NI
S¥D) (FuP=s ) YTy a0 Y
DYEHE TR T3,

FERIR:

o [ZOXFEMMAZ DL THBONARA, | (7
Oy =7 b c) HETE TN 2 ot
(BEORILTI AIFEIDE ).

o TUHINIEERIC TS —MNRAEL ZIFEITIT.
close FRICYIVEEL 21T, FIXME: 22¥? )
(Fay=she): BETETVRNILOD
F0IR,

e [TODO setValue TEH MK AN ENT
L5221 (Fav=rhi): BEOEEC
L CEENLEROREM 2Rl T3,

EE:

o Verll TS5—UMSA BBy (Fuad=2
ke): HEDN—Y 50 TOREIRM < —
X7

o [040128MOD /S—F 43 5~ DIFENTE
BODIIN—=F 4 ¥ arBEsEROTIT -2
MBEMEE ..) (Fav=rh e) SIEHAF-
& EEEANCEDR (Z of&Icm a—R =
AV M7 ERIEIEL 1)

ZDE IR EBRL 2HR»S. »won
DEUERRERZELNS, £T. TRFEE) [k
S OEIREBIIRFT 4T IAT AR M
FEHRETH Y., MEBTRERY -V EXS
nNad, bbb, F—U-KeL T, ZhboD:E
PEZERE. IZBREDRIZT AT - 2L
T TREE . v TS ) R BN e BESE
DB EDLERE DIRENT -V 2 EHRTHL
ME[gECH B, LLEEL. ey -0
HESEENEL W 2 THL, MMitgoFT—
ra, TREZE] LW IENEHTH0I3L4kT 2
BT THD, LidoT, WELoxHT 14T
FATa Xy M EREATERCT2ITIE. Tk
2RO % ZEMT 2 LEND B,

— 290 —



¥/, TODO ® FIXME £0R 16N 1-E
BEXr—o—Ky, LW AEOZRBIITERNY
DEHT 4T AT AR N DRBINIHZIDS
EWbmb, EEL. ShHoERF—TI—-FKoD
Rbvicyay=7 M PHEREZ LICHEDO<—
ZEMEAL T aHlb20, fiziE7ay=r ke
T, TR T OO OWEBEHRTOTI—RKN T A
M2 @@ & W HIEFEFEAL T AREL . &
IEFfTIC MOD 2 W) X —7—K 250kL T3
BAREMN VD Z RIS, ZhIFERF —
T—=REZFE2AVLIEEORAEZRL Th5,

R, PEESFEXT, HHEINza—-Faxr
MOTFF AN 2 BRSFUEIC L >THAML . X
HF 4T F AT 3 Ay MIFEE R R £
7z SR RN S0 2 BEMCEHET 51
WX, BMUCIH T AT ZAT IR MBI BH
HREMBNE W R TR, 2T 4T F AT
AV FTROBHDIIFENII WY D TH H0HS
HETCHDIZDLIRFHIE, LTTERINS
FKHEZ L OMHEE S THET LI LN TE B,
WROF —-F I HBRT 284G
k07 — 21 HBRT 2EE
Thbb, HEEHTOWT, ThNHEIRT 2 3H
FT4TEAT AR RNOEEEATFLL. ThH
BRI 2La X0 NoFGEHRFLT5H, HITHE
B L LY KIBICKEWIEY , MEIC R T 47
ZATaRXy MR TH L2 LI b,

RADS 61T, FHT 4T ZATa X 35EHE
FhZhICEENBEES oIS L UM
CHEEE . AL Eio b Dlc DWW TRL 12,
(3% 6 TIIEEBEBMIERICZh > i L vk
EVHDDHRERLZ, ) ThEDRMS, TODO
% FIXME 7 & O FEfRF — 7 — K DA b KR
IHF 4TI AT aRXy MR- THEL T35
KBOEELZERATESL, — A, 7ad=s b
B Bbh 2REP., —WEARELTHEST
WaEEbNB LT REY EUICHIRL TL
FoTWn3, Zhid, SEAMICHERL 25— %
B uy s NMEFOUHER BIRCITHET
CMTEBZFLEREL VD BbhE, 20
£& Y LICAFCHE R RBALBATNY -1
THZLIIEETCH B, Tuav = NEFOR
BEMERRUTOHETI N TENI LV EEL
Vv, ZHITSROFETH 5.

DAMIHBL T AEHZENL T, a XY
7o hEhTnwada—KNRICHRKL TWS, 7

AR =

XANAMEATOE, aAVr 7o h&hiza—
REAZHEIL > THELIZRWEMNT D &b SR
DRETH 5,

Table 4 =2 A o HEFHBER: RERSY
A7 (MR 2.0 LIL)

HEE B | AR
A7+ A 6 38.7
T 6 38.7
F=TNVF =y’ 6 38.7
N—R7Z 6 38.7
FIXME 14 36.8
s 5 33.1
TableTreeViewer 4 26.5
viewer 4 26.5
A 6 24.2
VY — 6 21.6
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Exception 3 15.3
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<mi category=".incomp" value="${1.str}
${0.str}">

<w id="0" lex="ZZX">

<w id="1" lex="R" />

</w>
</mi>
<mi category=".incomp" value="${1.str}
${0.str}">

<w id="0" lex="7LV> ">

<w id="1" pos="verb" lex="FEET 3" />

</w>
</mi>
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