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A proposal to apply the procedure of the disclosure of
administrative documents to information education

YASUICHI NAKAYAMA' and YOSHIKO NAKAYAMA'

One of the purposes of the high school’s official subject of the “Information” is stated in the courses of study “to
enable the students understand current situation of a flood of information disclosed and communicated within the
society as well as the needs of protection of the information and the problems arising in the course of collection
and emission of information including individual person’s responsibility relating thereto”. The detailed
explanation for such courses of study further sets forth that it is intended “to enable the students understand, in
relation to the publication of the information, the situation of national government’s, local government’s or
company’s information disclosed in public and the caring points to have in mind in using such information™.
Despite the above description referring to the information collection, the education for collecting the information
provided in high-schools in fact is limited to that for collection of information and caring points for such
collection through network systems. We have not dealt with the process for the collecting information from the
national and local governments or quasi-government bodies, for instance. In this paper, in light of our belief that
collecting row information from the government bodies is invaluable for developing healthy democratic society,
we would like to introduce the process of requesting for disclosure of public information held by the government
bodies, the categories of information disclosed or not disclosed, the algorithm under which the disclosed
information is determined, the measures to challenge the decision of non-disclosure, and the concrete examples of
using such process, and finally, discuss about the ways in which we may utilize the public information disclosure
system in our information education program.
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