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In this paper, we present a categorization of sentence modalities by which the writer of an editorial
expresses his/her attitudes, and an automatic classification of the sentence modality, in order for context
understanding of editorials. First, we define sentences which express author's opinions in a context as
"opinion sentences" and sentences which are not opinion sentences as "description sentences". Furthermore,
we classify opinion sentences in two axes: One from the existence of the partner to whom the opinion is
explicitly stated and one from the existence of the object which is explicitly stated by the sentence.
Combinatorially, these make four categories, and by adding the description sentences, we call them
"sentence modality categories". Then, based on this classification, we constructed an automatic classifier
the modality category. We annotated the sentence modality categories by hands to sentences in short essays,
which were written by subjects, called "the sentence modality category corpus". Applying the proposed
technique to the sentence modality category corpus, we evaluated our methods to be effective for modality
classification, with high precision.
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