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SYNTHETIC MEDIA ARCHITECTURE

Yuzuru Tanaka
Electrical Engineering Department, Hokkaido University

N-13, W-8, Sapporo, 060 JAPAN

The IntelligentPad system is a synthetic media system with an overall integrated open environment for
our intellectual activities. It represents everything as a pad or a sheet of paper. Different kinds of pads
have different functions. Pasting of pads on another pad defines a composite pad with a new layout and a
new function. The current system provides more than 100 different types of primitive pads. The shared-
copy operation and the field pad enable us to define a shared pad environment for CSCW. IntelligentPad
has four different ways of managing pads, i.e., (1) visual catalogs of pads, (2) hypermedia networks, (3)
form bases, and (4) pad bases.
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