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Metaphor and Kansei Expression Database
Compiled from Fashion Articles
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Fashion articles in women's magazines are a valueable source of kansei expressions in both
verbal and graphic forms. The author has been building a databse system in HyperCard to
transfer these expressions. Verbal explanations which appear at the three levels of the article
classes (Special Issue/ Instance Cluster/ Individual Instances) are to be placed in the separate
fields. Two modes of photograph records were prepared: A Movie at the level of the '
Instance Cluster; and Pictures at the level of the individual Instancé. The interface for
information retrieval follows the Just-Suggestive principle. In cuing retrieval in a verbal
form, metaphor is expected to play an important role.  The analysis of metaphor in the -
fashion articles are in progress with special focus on the three key functions, i.e., rhetoric,
cognitive activation and the neutral-fixed cxprcssioh.
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