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A New Model for Argument Structure Based Design

Tsuyoshi Masuo and Eiji Kuwana
NTT Software Laboratories
Nippon Telegraph and Telephone Corporation
1-9-1 Konan Minato-ku, Tokyo 108 Japan

In upper streams of software development, it grows more important that designers explicitly record
design rationale which can explain a reason why an artifact is the way it is. And as a part of research
of design rationale, various models or supporting tools for argument structure are proposed.

In this paper we describe a new model which is enhanced by appling technology of hypermedia to
QOC which is a model for argument structure proposed by A.MacLean, and we also show an
implementation of prototype with this model. With pliability of hyperlink and diversity of multimedia
objects of hypermedia, we can improve an expressiveness of QOC without a loss of simplicity of
QOC which is regarded as an advantage of QOC.
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