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COMMUNITY MEDIA NEED MEDIA LITERATE CITIZENS

Midori Suzuki
Faculty of Social Sciences
Ritsumeikan University
Kitamachi, Tojiin, Kitaku, Kyoto-Shi, Japan

As the Canadian experience proves, acquiring media literacy is one of the key factors
for the development of active community media. Rather than waiting for the permeation
of media literacy, if community media such as CATV and FN radio can take tﬂe initiative
and function as a "Citizens™ Forum™ in order to facilitate and promote media Literacy,
the citizens who become media literate while participating such a Forum can possibly
become active agents in developing creative community media, Experiences of the
Community Radio Movemnt worldwide and the Public Access TV in the U. S. and Holland
suggest such possibilities
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