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CyberBook: Browsing WWW information with book-like interface

Kaori Ueno, Kenya Suzuki, Hideaki Ozawa and Yoshinobu Tonomura
NTT Human Interface Laboratories
1-1 Hikarinooka, Yokosuka, Kanagawa, 239 Japan

The book metaphor is a hypermedia database system with a book-like user interface. We have been
creating electronic on-line manuals with this system up to now. Browsing data through the book meta-
phor is easy for novice computer users. When such users browse WWW data, they tend to be obstructed
by the style of the HTML viewer and the rapid movement to other nodes in the data structure. This paper
proposes‘that the book metaphor be used in a WWW data viewer. By using this viewer, users can scan
the data using only forward and backward operations: they don't need to be aware of the underlying
. hierarchy, because the table of contents, data pages, and index fall in a linear progression. This paper
examines the effectiveness of the book metaphor as a WWW data viewer. '
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