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Self-renewal in Westerh society as caused by
the superiority of the spoken over the written

language

Stefan Kaiser

University of Tsukuba

It is said that analytic thinking emerged after the invention of
’writing; However, - in the city states of ancient Greece the propagation
of political andvscientifié ideas took place largely through public
debate, which took preference over the written word long after books
and documents were produced. Rhetoric was an important part of this
oral culture, as was dialectic argumentation. Dialectics ‘was also
important in the Judaeo-Christian tradition, especially in the
Rabbinic ‘Academies. The long tradition of Latin education for boys
also placed great importance on debating, a trend that still

survives in various disguises today.
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