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. Software Protection by the patent Law - Present State ahd Problems
Hideo Furutani, Patent Attorney

Present state and problems concerning software patents are described. Software exists apart
from hardware and its value lies not in the media on which it is recorded but in the described
information.  Software, however, is not 'simply : information but it possesses technical
characteristics that have a direct influence on hardware, namely computers. This special trait
has now given rise to questions about the nature of software patents. In addition, the fact that
copying software is extremely easy mat greatly facilitate the so-called "production” activities in
the Patent Law. Furthermore, because the information itself has independent value, sometimes
the software information alone is taken and distributed through networks instead of via recording
media.  This is a point where serious questions about the effectiveness of software patents
have arisen. ‘ o
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