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Legal aspects of Year 2000 problem

Kazuko Otani
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Since so many information systems are used everywhere in our daily life, there
is no doubt Year 2000 problems will affect our lives unless any effective measures
are taken. This report is intended to focus on legal aspects of Year 2000 problems
such as liability for damages arising out of Year 2000 failures and risk management
measures to prevent lawsuits or other disputes.

In Japan, it is known currently that a lawsuit has been brought concerning Year
2000 problems or issues. However in the United States, over 70 cases have been filed
in the courts. In July 1999, President Clinton has signed into act that would limit
lawsuits related to Year 2000 issues. In Japan, there is little worry about flood
of litigation, however, it will be necessary to discuss how law legislation can work

‘to encourage Year 2000 readiness and resolve Year 2000 fairly.
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