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The Circumstances and Difficulties of Charging Digital Contents on the Net
Zenjiro Otake
Toppan Printing CO., LTD. Information & Publications Division

Recently, providing digital contents with its charge through the Internet, cellular phone and other
networks is becoming established as a business. Major Internet Service providers (ISP) in Japan are
selling their contents enthusiastically. Our "Bitway", the contents providing service to the users of
ISPs, is growing constantly. Also from last summer, there are a couple of new entries to eBook business
on the Internet. But these businesses are not growing as well as they are expected. Some fundamental

problems are pointed out, such as scarcity of attractive contents and lack of copyright protection.
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