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The Right of Publicity in the context of Intellectual Property Law
Fumio Shimpo
Institute of Library and Information Science, University of Tsukuba
E-mail: shimpo@slis.tsukuba.ac.jp
Abstract The Right of Publicity provides to each and every person the right to use one’s persona, name,
image, and likeness for one’s benefit and provides a cause of action to stop the unauthorized use of that
persona for commercial purposes. The Emergence of the Right of Publicity is an outgrowth of the right to
privacy recognized by the courts, however, the ossification of publicity rights as property has stained
traditional notions of property dispositions in settings such as a real right. In this report, I will examine the
legal characteristic of the publicity right from the point of both the property rights and the personal rights
by verifying a general view of the judicial precedent and the legal theories.
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