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abstract

User’s comfortableness in man-machine speech dialog environment may improve if speech di-
alog systems insert correct aizuchi(iuterjectory responses) against uscr’s utterances. This paper
describes nature of aizuchi, required conditions for aizuchi insertion systems and evaluation of
an implemented system. At first, we analyze human-human speech dialog corpus and show that
utterances inscrted aizuchi have special properties of duration, speech and Fy. We also investigate
utterances which aizuchi could be inserted and relation to utterance delay and dialog disfluency
by perceptual experiments. Since the experiments indicate severe condition on insertion timing of
aizuchi, an aizuchi insersion system has to predict end of target utterance. Lastly, we propose a
mechanism for aizuchi insersion system and carry out its evaluation.
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