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Elliptical Sentences in ”Navigation” Dialogues
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We are developing a dialogue system, or navigator, that helps its user to conduct a task by giving

spoken instructions and by replying to the user’s utterances. In our preliminary research to develop

this system, we simulated dialogues between the navigator and its user by having two subjects engage

in cooking tasks. In this paper, we analyze the features of those dialogues and discuss the following

four points: (1) Elliptical sentences and sentence fragments often appear in the dialogues between the

navigator and its user. (2) Users indicate their needs for further information by elliptical utterances.

(3) The syntactic form of the ending phrase of an utterance affects the following speech act. (4)

Elliptical sentences appear particularly when the exchange of detailed information is needed, and

the structures of those sentences often follow specific patterns.
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