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Abstract Investigating the features of speech disfluencies occurring in natural conversations is im-
portant both for psycholinguistics and for computer science. The aim of this study is to examine the
monitoring theory, proposed by Levelt, using speech repair data in Japanese human-human dialogues.
Two hypotheses directly following from the monitoring theory are examined: (i) the end of reparanda do
not necessarily match with the end of linguistic units, and (ii) the beginning of repair texts match with
the beginning of linguistic units. Notable exceptions for the theory are found concerning the timing of
trouble detection and the nonretracing strategy in substitution of function words.
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