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In conversations involving two or more persons, one speaker often tries to take a turn while
another, preceding speaker is still talking, and not rarely he or she successfully takes his or her
turn. These are the cases of overlapping utterances, or overlaps. Currently available theories
about turn-taking assumes that next speaker is only allowed to start talking after current speaker
stops and hence can not account for this fact. The model proposed in this paper complements
them with rules that explain threektypes of ‘overlaps observed in the Japanese Ma,p Task Corpus:

‘namely (1) interruptions invited or induced by current speaker, (2) backchannels by the next

speaker and (3) overlaps that are strategic.
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