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Abstract Recently, several research projects on speech and language processing have been started or are
planned. They are as follows: “Spoken dialogue system” project funded by JSPS, assessment of ATR project on
“Japanese-English bilateral speech translation system” and presentation of the future problems, “Integration of
Multidimensional Acoustic Information” project by MESSC Center-of-Excellence project, “Spoken language
engineering” project by Science and Technology Agency fund, research proposals on “Advanced spoken language
information processing aimed at prosody” and “Language understanding and behavior control of software robot”,
establishment of Special Interest Group on “Welfare technology” and “Language Resources Sharing Organization
(GSK)”. We search for the direction of future speech research through a panel discussion by the leaders of these
projects.
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