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Lexical Development: How do young children learn word meanings. .
Mutsumi Imai
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Young children learn words at an amazingly fast pace. What makes this efficient learning
possible is the process called 'fast-mapping’, by which children are able to infer the meaning of
a new word at the first exposure to the word in association with an object in spite of the

logical problem of induction involed in this process (Quine, 1960). In this paper, I discuss the
underlying mechanizm of this 'fast-mapping' of a word to its meaning.

1. FBEFHOH

FEBRERISFr ALV E 8K SLNETIR—HEESEDEINANTH LW SIE%E%EL
TS DTH B, RAPNEEEZFEETHEZICHEBEENENELENSELITW Z &ictkd 5 &
ZNTERMRBR—ATH D, BEMIZIITFEDIRAACI > TZE@EHI NS - itk T2
Bia&Bron5, LML, TREDEIIZLT IZEEDERZHZIS] 2RKAREITWED
EBIM? KRANNEBEEZFETHHATIHELZAND ZENTES, f 213 rabbit" &\ 5 EE
DHEFBEEMFRTHRHRDE [THF)] EWISRREZENTVD, BEADKAE T9F] A4
ERRTZ2OM, EOXIRAENEE, HHVIERMEEEZE S TVWION, 2EELHE 3 AM-
TNBDTELEI rabbit" DEKE [H15) Z&TES, LAL, (BEAD) AHRIC Ty
FiI EVSEEZBRDTEADES. RELTEDEIIILEDS (THE] OBREFELRDND L
SWHADTENTEDEAIN?ERACOBHEERNT (5 F) EWSHEHBZ2EKE UNE
DEHEY., BORSTEREN, | 5%, UL, FEBITELED THALEY MTEE%RT
LODDODNEIBNESS, £z, TEBNKRS TEREW. | 1M TU5F) 2MahEH->THn5S
BIHFTL2HEBENS LNV, COBET. H50EH502EO T 5RE L Tho ks
HEZERETWSEY SBRTTIC. LArbWANAIREEDS IFE2TRTESTIE (THE)
DEFRHAREL CGERET LN TELEARIN? NDRNRAARCABRSIICRIEZETEDIE
BRI, HREHELT, TOAMEBRZBOE, EHREFEIHHLARL N, LhL, D&
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o MEWREE—DPDOFBEHFHZERTETTHS., L, —FHlictT2ERELAEEZLMS
%?éﬂt;t@@ﬁ%%% 9 5 SIEEITHRERIIIRAEER T & TH 5 (Quine, 1960). #lX
ERAVBICACAEBRRTWERIYFRIBELT NES, UHFL) EFEBRRANSTEoRELEL
S, ZOR, ERNRIBEINLEYEETHS T, KACLAREENRNWI &, HBVTFOT
MOERTERTOTRENI &, HEVETOBYOERETOTIRENI E, HB VI (Foh
I ERTOTIEIABWI ERFEELETNEES LTHOMBE390 2 RICHEREENEZI N8
MEERTHZZENDE<S< Mo ELTHRERZERbOERWN, OUF) 2nwS 2 LidES
ORARRBITHILIZE NS ZE—DFED, BN B THBANSATHENSRTHETMhEAHTD
IO ERBZOEICHEATES L, ZOFNRUBRTHTD., BICA>TWTD., ICALA
ERERTVWTH, RoTWTD MIYF] WS ZERFEEATESR WS 2 &—i—FEHO Mg
Ll MBHIZZEWRTERY, RICZOZENEBTELELTHEILIKBIMENRH 2, —FHI
ST REILTRBFE SN LI EEDVBESINERNRICOBBEENZON (DEDEHELEZDOH)
HMOMRICTHEATELONHS Z LR TERVWL, RICHORRICEATESELES (ED] fit
DORBPIHATE, EORRITETERNDONDDONSRNWDTH S,

LML, FEBRAZEO—BHNSNLAEHERTERVNEVIHEMBEICOMND 5T, EBRIZ
BEIIENZT>THED., LMD ELOEE. TORRBIELVNOTH S, DFED. FEBEE
BONED—BHlEREIND L, ERICERTEREHENEVWBISRLZORET, EEALDHE
A, R ST E%RZEZMNEL, MOANERIFEELLHERLTLESDOTHS, ZOTOEIE
BT v BT EnS,

2. FRFEREE :

ESLTFEDIE. REITIEIRTRERRIRET Y E2 T OTREROA, COMBEICHLTTFEDD
m@??@;&ﬁ(%ﬂ)ﬁ&@ij&ﬁ%%ﬁ%%f EQXdREwRERB/RZVA, Z&TE
EOXIBBANCH S TRAZINZDON, BREXDVWTORMARIZEZE (WHhIEZ SX0EkRICHET
BAYHE) ZHEOTED., FOAFHMENZ ST EBROMEMTE THK LTWs, &nWdHE
ZHENE < OMFEFIT L o TRE = 17z (Markman, 1989; Imai, Gentner & Uchida, 1994; 43,
1997). ,

BIZIHERBROFREIZDNWTIE, FEBIRARMOHMSBNMRIIHL. FHFI IV EFWEZE
Z, TN EFTFOREOA, TUATY—REDBEDLIPED DA TR S NRLEDER]
THBEEZ (EYLEERE Markman, 1989, & 5ICF NN ZOEY QA ZRENICHERT 2EE
HFTRERL, TN DFEINEWNRNBTHHTIT) —2ERTHILBELATH B EEEL. BEY
CENEMOBEMOEYIRAT S (EMA TS ) —[FH Makman,1989) . 22T EHOEY)
AN END Z ENFEEICZ S, BEMES WD DIIRNENR s MBS TEDE, kEXRE
BRAIZHBE L NN TOEMERA X EF, VI ENT TR EAENRESICE DV EEZESE
TERFEETCOELUMERH D, ERFEBETESHEBCIIEMMECE IV EATFITU—2EZZ &
ZIREITIFEY (Markman, 1989; Imai et. al., 1994), L Ladts, FEBEEYOLRET 7TV
—%) BEOBEYICHRAT DBICEEIC LA IR S RWELHEIIESBFR TR, KEXIRAT
Bz, BROBELHEETHB ZEE2M>TBY. BROBFZEDIT—-BL TS NNVEIELTHL
BAREELUNA 7 X, Imai, et al., 1994), FEBR TSI, —DOBEYIIE 1 DOEH (OFDER




LRIV ATFI) %) 2HDEMETHOT, HORMKT TR EL > TWAEY &M 5 NWEY
NHO, FABRTEFEMNEZEFIE, FOFHF IR SETHEIEHS 2D > ZEYD SR
WTHBEEZD FHEYEMEEEE Markman,1989).

ORI 2—HOBE (NS HOCIEEETEEREOTINS) tko T, 1&THERLE
KD BN EDO—EFIN SEOBHREHR T D BORENARETE(Quine, 1960) ZEBEL, ERET v
O UMARBICR S EEX LN TEEDTH S,

3. FEMEA BT KR _

Meic, TR LIZERFEREL, BOBKIIOWTER D 2ERADKERS L. HEOIN
FERURICTDIESD, LML, WTNOFES, TNEFI TWeD T, H5BOFEDS
BRREITRD EWIHEERD, AR, EYLERRIINEIRNBFRTHFO L S I2&ER
DB E2BEMNEDH 2WEDFRICOALEHTE, DML OIS REREDBA 2N
ERWPHEIZR U CEAENZSBOTH S, 1 DOEYIZ 1 DOLHL HED I W E Hifh 4=
W, 1 D0FEYICHLT, [aU—] X @) ok S57, a8 (nclusive) 2 EHRBIRICH 2 KD
BHEEETDIEEWHTEES S, iz, BIRERUNA 7 A0FYh 73 FEICEBICHE > Tw
EOTHE, MELPEELFAREY TERNIEITESTLES, DED, INSOEBITEMNCE
ROFREMEZR DIAS, HEO—BFNSBEREHERT IRICKERANHZB DN, TNEDOEH
EISIHRKTAMENDAN XL ZRH 2N E, WEOLTRES DL, BOLY., BEA.
HELNWEDADOATFIT) —% (FARENHTFITU—RFAhF T —D&FD 7REDEEINES
ENTLEDS, LALRERBRIKE, 2RBOEEFHEICHEIC, 1 D0FEWEIERL D 2EED L.
MEA, BEEFARENRTENTNS, T FEBREDIIRAN XA TEESLEEROER
EHIKLTNWRDEAS M, UFTHE. ZOANZX AR DN TRIEDOWETF —F IS TEHT
B(EDELWERIIDWTIIImai, 1999, Haryu & Imai, 19992 8RO &) .

4.0 EOARTDO%EE

FHEEQUINelIRITHIRARZL DT, ZEIZDERAROREEEEZRF LD, Fhz (H58
) fRRL, BWRERETHEHENERA L L THEEBIIBI2HE, RAE4AEZKIT5END S
ERRTND, DED. TOEMEBN D BH17"a rabbit A TH HEETH D, > THEDN
2 TOYFE B5b0EETIEETIIRNL, STEQEPBMEET I LETORNEERD
TH5ZENTED, EVNSDTHB, TN, QuinelIFEEFETFEHABIEE, Ru/E45H%
KT 252 EET S L60E, HOFIEETS (H0) RUWEEYEEWI B> HEE2F
EZODHEERPATF IV —DEEEMIBL, FROEELRT ZEEOIEEANICRT>EEES
FOEND ZEMBMTERNEER ., LML, COZLEEBICHLEDS &, O[E - RAJE%
A ESOEMNICK A LB WH A EZRE T2 FESIINAE W ERA TN EENRER S EETH D T
& MDA EMEDOLINITORADEINMNEL 25T E2BBTERIR>TLES
(Imai, in press).

Imai & Gentner (1997)13 7] & - RAIEAFDORFIM H 2HE L RFEE & T HHE X% LRV
BAREBEZAFELITHHE (2R 2HE. 48 ERNRIC. RADSNIVEYEIAS LB LY
HIMNEGLEHETFELES FRIT, DX0PEICEN L TREEOHROFE—E2E1EIT, B
HiZmWL TREMOR— M2 HETHFT S NNIAMRATESINEINERARE, 1 20FHEEY b



DFNFIIESRTE & 2 DOERFAMOE 3 DOREMA SEBREINTNS, 2 DOBRMEO—F
ITEERIB AR UZEN, EIRMTTETNS, b —FIIEENEOERONTS, E2id—
HTHD, DEDRMIIFALED, Hide<iis, ERFIIELEFBEZTEHICREE, FhucsK
WHFETE, €L T, 200BRABOSBEOEESIZALINIAMITShBNEML. DOF
D, FEBNEERBICEZ SN SRV EYEROLRZEEREN, EMRREZoTHEUEZ LM
OYEIZ T RIVEFERT 20, H5WETXNVEYEOLRZEEN, BIIERZoTHRAUEMOD
DTNV EEATZNERZDITTH S, EROERIIQuIneDEHIZK L., AIEFRINEDOXEE
BEBIZHREBZVWHEASDETHT AV AANERE. 2 RESNEZEE6L. WEEREONE
BET, TNXEZSNEIRIVOBREXHL., HEORFIFRICEOS D, MEORIIFRUCEMD
HDE, TRIDIEFHRELTRAEDTHS. IO ENSHEREERYLRNCHOPIZIIHE
BED B BEE W) ERVWETE WE) PEEL. TNED 2207 I AIET A XRITHEEH
WERHEEEFEL, TORMONEDRBIEETREINDE I E2H>TNWEI E, o TH
B RUEOXENRFINER THEYLAFREOEAEELSHKTES Z LAREINE,

5. BT aEE A FHATI)—£0%ES

BYh OV —FHE, BRERNA 7 ZZHER T RV EREONROIIEETT. MOELD
(AUCAFIV—ITETS) NRICHRENCIRT S L 2EEICT S, LML, LFAEEEIEDO
HFT)—2ERTIEHEEADOATRL, BEDEHOLIMTHHEFLFABEOL. AFdU—
BHHEBLANHTFIT)—BOMIZ MLV, TRV EEEOKE#EEDN T I —ICAR]
MHd. TR HBRREDEIBANZALT, HEBERIIRANOLHE LT T —DART EHER
L. H2BETIIEFTEALBRT2OEZIN ? RANOLHAOEKMSITHL, KEEREETD
FEDTIHHBERNERBRE LD EERREE R 2T ENETHRICL > THLNTRES T
W5, LML, BERBEBOHEIIIREOLD TRBELHA,. BELALZEHTLHEBERIESNZ
Vo ZORIITIENS DFEBRARIMLUTHDRET, RELTHAANE, HioZ B0¥E 2R
DIZEN DD 2 BENEICHE > 2 FRTRADELFADERBRATESZ DM E D M &Mt L 7=(Imai,
1999).

TREERE LT AT LB ENRE LfTHIF(Hall, 1991; Gelman & Taylor, 1984) TId#taE S
WEBRBEROTHNRMNOLFADBERBREZHIT B LEIRENTWEY, BWFRE LTI
(1) MERMRITT TS IIVNHEILINTNSE) (2) MENKIEMDATHNOZDNEHER
BRERDZEMNRBINTNS, ZHIIH-S T, RADEY, AIHICRAOEAEZNESLEZES
L. FELBRTTREHLXINOLRTZA > THSENOEY. ATHITRADS )NV EMELES
BT, FERINNVOBERBRICATIT 4w IRNRI—VBRENENEIDRF L.

WHREZHEANE 2ERE4BBERNRIC U, KBOBNEL D ITHBITRE - BAXEY - A
ITHID 4ADDEETENTNTON., E&FICBIT2HEE Y bOBERFE—THD., FNFN3
MOy "o asnk GELWFREIZDWTIdImal, 1999) 25RO &) .

BHEE v NIEREY A (standard). T L -OVHI#E(subkind item). L ~UVHE (basic-
level item). kAL L~IVHI# (superoridnate item). T4 XA FS 25 —D 5 D0YENSHEREN
5, £, MAENEYENMEIND (TThERT X)) o HRESRVBHETT SN EE

RUEH, MARNEHERTFELOHEOMMSRMDESNS, T, faEyEs 4 DDRR
FIEMEDE 5 DMFARFICIRREN [RTZ2BLTHITRCANT] £EES. BROE RT3 54




WP EMK, FEBM MHIE) EFIETHT. HIEN] EFE0EEROHEEY Mok
5, 3DOHEEY MWDo E5B I —EFHEFEBEVERIN. &6 EOETIThNE, FNF
NOFETICBIBFEBORIGIE (1) BREEGHEMER (2) FATITU—&HR (3) EHELL
AFT)—2MR (4) BV ATFITU—4@ER (5) SEREEED 5 51 JicaEs vz,
BEA2RER., 4BRBORAD S OBRMBRIIHEGARVBEADRE EHFLHETRELERE
BBNY—2ERLE. MEGUEVHTREYOHRE. TR THOATHTD, TSV 2K
EOMAEFRICEE DL TRZL, AFITV—DAMTH S MRL, HARNRUNOWEIT B
ALz, 208, BROFE—E2EEIZLE, ERL-NVHFI)—EERNEDE A ENE,
MERRKVEEHYOFE L, 2L, 4RBEDEBL N AFI) —LOMRIZIFZEAER
Mofe. APO—VERT, TOZENS, FEBIHETMSI NI X MNEBIZEHLL., &R
FRI\VEBEH O AR &R UEREH SBR LW ENbholz, llh. BROBFEEMNZEAERS
Niaholzl &, BEALORBHN—EBEDSHHHDTH oINS, FEBIIMEEHMMEEREIC
B#RET, E205 VN EZFANTWEZENREEINS, bo EbAKRBENERITIETY EATY
IZBITBHEROBENTH S, BAOEMIFEINZIRIVIEEFLFAELTROEERIN., B
HMOATHITREENET VT, BELFAERIIDRZL, TEVLRIIVAFIT) —-A0BRBED %
W, LML, 5ITbNENERTHAOEIIHT2HEFINRNVE (RIRF2] 0S5
EBLVEEAY RELEESGEFAELTEADE, ZhEEELELTTIERL, 5Ty
—#%ELUTHERLE.

6. £EOHEH : HEABREORAD I RIVEBEROEL 22— ATF4 TR

PRI, T EROFEYEEDTELRN 2BRIEBWTT TREYH 73 —KE - FIRELUN
TR EDEEFEFERREHHE LTHEN, NEO—BHHSRADOZ LITOEREHERL TS,
UL, ABCEOESABETINSOREEEAL. E0&5REH TN ERET S
Ea—URF 4 7 RERHSTHED, ZhickD, A% - FABLAORICELE LT - YELAOK
BIEERT AMBEBHERNEL T, YATFIT 4 vV ICRABICEREHGTEIENTES, FE
HIXSVEF T4V R ELTRIFI) — 2T LM THEEVSBE OEDEYHFITU—K
B) Zito TRADZ EFIERERANEGLTNS, LML, TTIERTEH > TWBHILRLDH B3
KITH U THER T NVAEENERE, HEREOETIMIEHMEREEME L, HEr5~
WEBFAND ZENTES, ZOB, HIFTT VI EOBEREMN ST BMIZORE T b 58K
DFERIE S MBEIC Lo TRESN TS, FXIEH RS 5 ATHICHR S IV EE N
BeE. IR IAMNRE, BRELNA 7T RZFHEN, BE20T7 VT TRHZIIVLDIER
WEME 2D, X512, ATHIIADRY FERARD, —ROCEELEELZRNEND TSI
F 4w 7 IRHED 5 ALY SN H# S OVICIER ARRIZET. TRIFI)—&ELT
SV EBIRT 3. RUBOHZEPITOT S NAFHFTUVCH LTI, BELRE T 7
) —&BROBANAETH D% 2BRRERLTVS, ZOBE, BFBETERBOIS E
B4 EEFARERT DHEHRNRVE, FERTHES FABYOBE, ERESELREE
MEENTWAEDT, BEGERMFENZEEDNS. UL, B0nFI) —OREEE DR
T 2B TRNIL TSN, Bxo ELAMMERICED. FFSANETAAFIU 1Ty 7T 5
ZERABICTES, 2ETTTRFEBIFMAFIV —DEITZEBL ULEEAY RELEHE
BHFELTEREIND LESKAMSTHRELHEE LTS, FRIFIU—Z0%2FICRNTN



BT EMNHLENTEo . :

BEDZENEFEDRI LIXOEEOEFEITRENEGNSEY T T —FH, FRELEE
EOFEM &3z, M (semantic knowledge), I X F 4w rME. LEI O icBl
DREHERE E S ETERBFRFERIAICI—-F 42— L. FNSOFHEOEAEME TS 2—
AT 4 VA2 bBDREFOTNDZEMNRBINS, FEBNEDESITL TE I ERBHIEIC
HEHTTEL, -FT4 R PLTWANEXDEENICHONITEZ ENSBROBEERBREEL
572355,
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