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Tagged corpora are indispensable resource for linguistic research. Several projects are now under way for
constructing spoken language corpora. The foundamental annotation to corpora is segmentation and part
of speech tagging. In this paper, we examine the issues peculiar to spoken language annotation compared
with written language. First, we summarize the characteristics and issues of spoken language. We then
report some experiments of automatic part of speech tagging based on statistical learning algorithm,
through which we see how a small size of tagged corpus is effective in improving the accuracy of the
automatic taggers.
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