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Consonant Gemination in the “Corpus of Spontaneous Japanese”
Masako Fujimoto and Takayuki Kagomiya

Abstract : In Japanese, CV mora often alternate to a (moraic) geminate consonant. In this
study, phonemic environment of gemination was analyzed using “Corpus of Spontaneous
Japanese (CSJ).” The results revealed that the environment of gemination is, by and large,
identical to that of vowel devoicing, but the crucial difference is that gemination tends to
occur in the /kVk/ environment. Furthermore, gemination occurred when consonant of the
first mora was /r/, as well, where vowel devoicing does not occur usually. These results
indicate that the mechanism that lead to consonantal gemination differ from that lead to

vowel devoicing.
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