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Clause Boundary Detection with Pause Unit in Japanese
Monologue

Hideki KASHIOKA

ATR Spoken Language Communication Research Laboratories

2-2-2 Hikaridai Seika-cho Soraku-gun Kyoto 619-0288 Japan

hideki.kashioka@slt.atr.co.jp

Sentences in a monologue generally tend to be long and complicated, and the sentence boundaries in
utterances are not clear. They cause problems for spoken language processing (i.e., recognition, parsing,
translation, and synthesis); therefore, a short constituent is required to process them. A clause is a
syntactically and semantically sufficient constituent. Some tools are available for clause detection, but
almost all of them require sentence input. A pause unit can be used as a constituent in monologues
because they are segmented by acoustic information. This paper discusses a system in which input is a

pause unit and output is a clause boundary annotated text.

monologue, pause, clause boundary unit, morphological analysis
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