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Emotional Information Transfer by Background Music

Mari SATO, Yuuki UCHIBORI, and Kiyoaki AIKAWA

School of Media Science, Tokyo University of Technology
1404-1 Katakuracho, Hachioji, Tokyo 192-0982, Japan

Abstract A human can transfer emotional information to other human using
nonlinguistic methods. This report analyzed emotional information transferred by
background music. First experiment analyzed the number of associated keywords when one
listened to a piece of background music. The experimental results indicated that the
average number of associated keywords was two. The second experiment measured the
proportion of emotional information correctly transferred by background music. The
result indicated that 80% of the sender's emotional information was correctly transferred
to the receiver. The information transfer rate was highest in case that the sender and the
receiver were both males.
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