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An Analysis of Melodic Correspondence and Discrepancy
between Voice Part and Shamisen Part
in Nagauta Notation

Makoto Fujii, Masato Yako
Kyushu Institute of Design, Department of Acoustic Design

This paper will analyze melodic correspondences and discrepancies between the voice and shamisen parts of ten
Nagauta pieces using a computer. If ornamented note progressions are removed from both parts, we can find unison
note progressions in both parts. These progressions seem to form the frame of Nagauta melody. First, the way in
which unison notes in the voice part follow those in the shamisen part was analyzed statistically. It was found
that in slowly played Kudoki sections the unison notes in the voice part have a tendency to lag behind those in
the shamisen part, while in rapidly played Chirashi sections the unison notes in both parts occur at almost the
same time. Second, six methods were employed to analyze how many unison notes are included in the fixed width
of the window on the voice part around two consecutive note progressions in the shamisen part. It was found that
in the registers near the second and the third open strings, many unison notes are included. Lastly, an analysis
was made of how many unison notes are included in the voice part from two measures to five measures width of the
window in the shamisen part. Some examples of specific notes progressions including the unison notes in the voice
parts were found.
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