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abstract

The method of continuous judgment by category was introduced to examine the
context effect on loudness in listening to music. Musically significant
portions were selected from a piece of music. Their durations were 5 to 20secs.
They were arranged in descending series and ascending series according to their
sound levels with about 5 secs silent interval. Symphony no.6 b-minor op.74
“pathétique” composed by Tchaikovsky was used in Experiment 1 and “Slavonian
march” op.31 composed by Tchaikovsky was used in Experiment 2. From the findings
it was suggested that instantaneous subjective impressions of loudness of music
performance were judged by the subjects on the basis of the contrast of the
sounds level of the preceding portion.
keywords: loudness, the context effect, the method of continuous judgment by
category, descending series, ascending series
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