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Cognitive aspects in the piano performance at the first glance of the score
Takaaki Koyazu and Michiko Yumoto
Keio University

The subject was asked to play 12 short musical passages. Two were specifically intended
passages, same as a series of notes but different in the meter structure. The time course of
her key striking/release was recorded with the aparatus set up after Shaffer, L.H. (1981). The
result shows 1) High experts discriminated and played the meter difference though she tried

‘intentional deviation from the standard’ in some parts of the passages. 2) The scheme of
hierarchical grouping by Cooper,G.¥. & Meyer,L.B. (1960) was affirmatively observed only for
high experts. 3) Playing speed and tempo were well balanced for almost all subjects. 4) The
higher experts tended to play the more conbinations of legato, staccato, tenuto, and even
crescendo/decrescendo although there was no such designation on the score. 5) The relation

between the reading-ahead and the preattentive process by Neisser, U. (1967) was discussed.
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