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abstract: The sound of jew’s harp has a special structure. We gave it a name “chopped sound” .
When the mouth cavity is tuned to low frequencies, the harmonic series of fundamental frequency
dominates the sound as the mouth tuning is changed. At high frequencies, the dominant sensation of
pitch coincides with the natural resonance frequency of the mouth and may be tuned continuously.
We found the sounds of X66mij and ’Shamisen’ had the same structure as a jew’s harp. Here we
discuss the tone sensation of these chopped sounds.
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