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Upbeat in Japanese popular songs
Distinguished ethnomusicologist, Fumio Koizumi wrote that an upbeat phrasing is seldom in
Japanese traditional music. This might be explained in terms of the feature of Japanese
language, which has no preposition, article, and has front - back beat rather than strong (down)
— weak (up) beat. Due to these character of Japanese language, an upbeat phrasing had not
been common even in Japanese popular songs until late 60's. Since late 60’s, however, an
upbeat melody has been dramatically getting popular. Inthis paper, we made a quantitative —
qualitative analysis of Japanese popular sorigs from the viewpoint of three mora upbeat

melodies.
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