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Emotional communication by music (2)

-Production rules and interpretation rules of musically untrained people
Teruo YAMASAKI

Osaka Shoin Women’s University

In order to investigate an emotional communication by music, musically untrained people were asked to
judge intended emotions of percussion improvisations by which other musically untrained people
expressed some emotions. The results showed that the listeners could judge the performers’ intention
about all emotions correctly over the chance level. The multiple regression analysis, in which dependent
variable was judged emotions and independent variables were sound level, sound density, and rhythm
categories of performances, suggested interpretation rules applied by the listeners. Furthermore, those
rules shared many features with production rules applied by the performers.
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